Page 2


Summary of Proposed Ordinance to Improve Code Enforcement

November 16, 2001

The purpose of this legislation is: to create a fair and equitable enforcement process that provides King County with the proper tools to enforce against repeat offenders and those who are not willing to voluntarily comply with the County’s code; to make county code provisions for junk and inoperative vehicles consistent with state law and to clarify urban parking requirements.
Eliminates the complainant appeal (Sections 2 & 8)  by amending K.C.C. 23.02.070 and 23.36.010.  A complainant is any third party who is an aggrieved person.  Current code gives complainants similar appeal rights as property owners including the right to appeal a citation, notice and order, stop work order and a determination to enter into a voluntary compliance agreement, and the determination by the department not to take enforcement action.  To date, only one complainant appeal has been filed.   The proposal does not eliminate the requirement to provide notice to those complainants who request to be parties of record.  

Gives the County an alternate way to address code violations that do not pose a significant risk and do not require short-term resolution (i.e. an elderly couple living in an illegal but safe structure) [K.C.C. 23.02.090] found in Section 3.  In such cases, the County may require code compliance through a voluntary compliance agreement by a specific date or by a date to be determined based on the occurrence of some future event (i.e. relocation, death, medical treatment, etc.).  This provision would free staff to work on cases that pose greater public risk. 

Simplifies the language about penalties that are imposed when the terms of a voluntary compliance agreement are not met (K.C.C. 23.02.100) found in Section 4.

Shortens the appeal period for Notice and Orders and Stop Work Orders from 21 to 14 days to make the code enforcement process more efficient. (K.C.C. 23.24.030 and 23.36.010) Sections 5 and 8.
Changes the civil fines and penalties assessment schedule to replace discretionary fines with specific amounts and to increase fines for repeat offenders and to provide for daily rather than periodic reassessment (K.C.C. 23.32.010) found in Section 6.  Specific amounts are easier for the public to understand and easier for DDES to implement.  Those who repeatedly violate similar codes should be assessed a higher fee.

Gives the County the authority to consider whole or partial wavier of civil fines and penalties when code violations are completely corrected through voluntary agreements (K.C.C. 23.32.050) found in Section 7.

Amends the “junk” and “inoperative” vehicle sections of county code to make them consistent with state law (Sections 11-14):

· K.C.C. 21A.060.1432 changes the definition for “wrecked, dismantled or inoperative vehicle” to include RVs and boats and to distinguish it from the state’s definition of a “junk vehicle”.  It means a car, RV or boat or its parts that are clearly inoperative and cannot be made to operate without the addition of vital parts and/or is damaged to prevent normal operation.

· K.C.C. 23.10.040 is amended to require that wrecked, dismantled or inoperative vehicles be enclosed within a building and not visible from the street or other public or private property (the current code does not require that they be stored within a building) or stored with a licensed dismantler or licensed vehicle dealer.

· K.C.C. 23.10.060 and K.C.C. 23.10.090 are amended to clearly distinguish between the county’s notice, abatement and removal procedures for “wrecked, dismantled or inoperative vehicles” and the state’s process for “junk cars”.  

Amends the zoning code to restrict the number of vehicles that may be parked in single family, urban residential zones (R1 – R8) regardless of the age of the residential development (Sections 9 & 10).  The current code restricts parking for development occurring since the zoning code was adopted in 1993, but does not restrict parking for older residential developments.  The parking standard for vehicles (excluding RVs and trailers) that would apply to R-1 (one home per acre) through R-8 (eight homes per acre) would be: 

· no more than 6 vehicles on lots 12,500 square feet or less; 

· no more than 8 vehicles on lots greater than 12,500 square feet; and

· parking only on improved surface.

