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Metropolitan King County Council
Growth Management and Unincorporated Areas Committee

Staff Report

	Agenda Item No.:
	4
	Name:
	Lauren Smith

	Proposed Ordinance:
	2002-0133
	Date:
	April 16, 2002

	Attending:
	Paul Reitenbach, Office of Regional Policy and Planning

Kevin Wright, Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
	
	


SUBJECT:

An Ordinance adopting amendments to the Countywide Planning Policies, adding maps of existing urban separators.
BACKGROUND:

On December 11, 2001 the Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC) adopted the following motion recommending amendments to the King County 2012 - Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs):

GMPC Substitute Motion 99-3: Amending the Countywide Planning Policies by adding maps of existing urban separators to the Countywide Planning Policies.
GMPC Recommendation:  
· Add a map of existing Urban Separators to the Countywide Planning Policies document.  

· These maps also identify certain potential Urban Separator areas within Auburn and Renton’s Potential Annexation Areas that are in need of further analysis and refinement.  The Interjurisdictional Staff Team (IJT) shall convene a subcommittee comprised of all affected jurisdictions, and shall report back to the GMPC no later than September 30, 2002 with a recommendation to resolve these potential Urban Separators.  If no consensus is reached, a majority and minority or alternative recommendation will be made to the GMPC by September 30, 2002.
· On an ongoing basis, the IJT shall also review proposed additional Urban Separator designations identified by cities or the County, and present them for GMPC consideration.  As part of this review process, the IJT may also consider refinements to adopted Urban Separator policy to facilitate designations, provided the new policies are substantively consistent with CPP LU-27 and County Comprehensive Plan policies P-118 through P-120.
SUMMARY:

Proposed Ordinance 2002-0128 would amend the Countywide Planning Policies by:

· Adopting a map of existing urban separators, as shown on Attachment 1 to this ordinance.
The ordinance would also ratify the changes to the Countywide Planning Policies on behalf of the population of unincorporated King County, as required by CPP FW-1, Step 9.  (Amendments to the Countywide Planning Policies become effective when ratified by ordinance or resolution by at least 30% of the city and county governments representing 70% of the population of King County according to the Interlocal agreement.  A city shall be deemed to have ratified the countywide planning policy unless, within 90 days of adoption by King County, they city by legislative action disapproves the countywide planning policy.)
ANALYSIS:
This action is consistent with King County Comprehensive Plan Policies P-118 through P-120 (see Attachment 2).

ATTACHMENTS:


1.  Proposed Ordinance 2002-0133, with attachments

2.  Policy Direction: Countywide Planning Policies, King County Comprehensive Plan
POLICY DIRECTION:

Countywide Planning Policies

FW-1 (Step 9)
Amendments to the Countywide Planning Policies may be developed by the Growth Management Planning Council or its successor, or by the Metropolitan King County Council, as provided in this policy.  Amendments to the Countywide Planning Policies, not including amendments to the Urban Growth Area pursuant to Step 7 and 8 b and c above, shall be subject to ratification by at least 30 percent of the city and County governments representing 70 percent of the population of King County.  Adoption and ratification of this policy shall constitute an amendment to the May 27, 1992 interlocal agreement among King County, the City of Seattle, and the suburban cities and towns in King County for the Growth Management Planning Council of King County.

LU-27 
Urban separators are low-density areas or areas of little development within the Urban Growth Area. Urban separators shall be defined as permanent low-density lands which protect adjacent resource lands, Rural Areas, and environmentally sensitive areas and create open space corridors within and between Urban Areas which provide environmental, visual, recreational and wildlife benefits. Designated urban separators shall not be redesignated in the future (in the 20-year planning cycle) to other urban uses or higher densities. The maintenance of these urban separators is a regional as well as a local concern. Therefore, no modifications should be made to the development regulations governing these areas without King County review and concurrence.

King County Comprehensive Plan

P-118 
Urban Separators are corridors of land that define community or municipal identities and boundaries, provide visual breaks in the urban landscape, and link parks and open space within and outside the Urban Growth Area. These urban corridors should include and link parks and other lands that contain significant environmentally sensitive features, provide wildlife habitat or critical resource protection, contain defining physical features, or contain historic resources. The residential density for land so designated should be maintained at one unit per acre, provided that lands that are sending sites under the Transfer of Density Program may transfer density at a rate of at least four units per acre.

P-119 
King County should actively pursue designating Urban Separators in the unincorporated area and work with the cities to establish permanent, Urban Separators within the incorporated area that link with and enhance King County’s Urban Separator corridors.

P-120 
Designated Urban Separators should be preserved through park, trail and open space acquisitions, incentive programs such as the Transfer of Development Credit program, the Public Benefit Rating System program and regulatory measures.
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