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Metropolitan King County Council

Utilities Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	2
	Name:
	Peggy Dorothy 

	Proposed No.:
	2002-0162.2
	Date:
	April 23, 2002

	Attending:
	Dan Sturgill, I/I Program Manager, Wastewater Treatment Division
Dave Christensen, Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee (MWPAAC)


SUBJECT:  A MOTION approving the proposed listing of pilot rehabilitation projects for the Regional Infiltration/Inflow Control Program, an element of the Regional Wastewater Services Plan.

SUMMARY

Proposed Substitute Motion 2002-0162.2 approves a list of 29 prioritized pilot rehabilitation project candidates proposed by the Executive and approved by the Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC).  (Attachment 1)   

As part of the King County Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP), the council approved the Regional Infiltration/Inflow (I/I) Control Program.  This program calls for pilot rehabilitation projects (funded by the Wastewater Treatment Division of King County) to be used to test the effectiveness of a variety of I/I controls in the local sewer systems that connect with the county’s regional system.  This program is the first comprehensive investigation of I/I in the local agency service areas and is based on a cooperative partnership between King County and the 34 local agencies serving the King County region.   

The list of 29 pilot projects was developed through a selection process that involved local agencies and the Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee (MWPAAC) in conjunction with Wastewater Treatment Division staff and consultants.  This group established pilot project selection criteria. (Attachment 2)  Local agencies submitted candidate projects to this group for consideration.  Meetings were held in March during which representatives presented their candidate projects and voted to select the 29 projects to forward for consideration by the county.  
The council is being asked to act now to approve the list of 29 candidate pilot projects. (see Attachment 3)  After council approval, ten projects from the list will be selected for further study, design and construction using the same criteria and a similar process to the one that resulted in the list of 29 candidate projects.  If further evaluation of the final ten projects shows that one or more have environmental or other factors that make them unfeasible, alternate projects may be selected from the original list of 29 projects.
The selection group will meet on April 30th and plans to decide on the final ten projects at that meeting.  The council has been asked to approve the broader list prior to the April 30th meeting to allow the sewer system evaluation surveys (SSES) associated with the selected projects to proceed in May, 2002 before wet weather conditions abate.
Proposed Motion 2002-0162 was introduced on April 8, 2002 and dually referred to the RWQC and the Utilities Committee.  On April 10, 2002, the RWQC approved the list of 29 projects by vote after making several minor technical amendments to the proposed motion.

The proposed substitute motion (containing the amendments made by the RWQC) is now before the Utilities Committee for its action prior to consideration by the full council.
BACKGROUND

The King County Council approved the Regional Infiltration/Inflow (I/I) Control Program as part of its Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP).  Concerns regarding infiltration and inflow were raised during the development of the RWSP because peak flows strain the regional conveyance system and decrease treatment plant operating efficiency.  In addition the Department of Ecology had expressed concerns and the Endangered Species Act listing focused more attention on water quality and stream flow.

The Regional I/I Control Program is designed to identify extraneous I/I flows in local agency conveyance systems that ultimately flow into the County’s wastewater conveyance interceptors and treatment facilities.  The metered flow information, and the cost/effectiveness data obtained from the development and implementation of several demonstration pilot projects, will be utilized in the development of the long-term comprehensive regional program for reducing I/I and foster local agency commitment to the program.  The I/I Control Program Objectives are:

· Determine the amount of I/I received by King County from the entire separated sewer area

· Identify major I/I Areas within the collection systems

· Identify specific Types of I/I occurring within these areas
· Forecast the amount of I/I that can be removed cost-effectively

· Develop a regional strategy for I/I removal and control.

More detail about the Inflow and Infiltration program, see Staff Report from the Regional Water Quality Committee on April 10, 2002 attached to this report (Attachment 4).

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Proposed Substitute Motion 2002-0162.2 with attachments.

2. Pilot Project Selection Criteria.

3. Letter from the Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee dated April 10, 2002.

4. Regional Water Quality Committee staff report dated April 10, 2002, prepared by Beth Mountsier.
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