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SUBJECT:   A briefing on the King County State and Federal Legislative Agendas for 2005. 
SUMMARY:   Each year prior to the start of a new calendar year and state legislative session County Council adopts state and federal legislative agendas to establish priorities and guide lobbying efforts for the coming year.  Emerging issues and potential priorities are identified at the departmental level, vetted and prioritized by the Executive and then reviewed, potentially amended and finally adopted by the Council.  
The Council’s Legislative Steering Committee works throughout the year in preparation for the upcoming session but meets weekly during the state legislative session to discuss legislation, amendments and emerging issues with Council and Executive Government Relations and department staff.  The County works throughout the year on federal issues utilizing The Ferguson Group in Washington, D.C. to monitor legislation and provide advocacy on behalf of the County.  Council, Executive and staff also provide direct outreach to Washington State’s congressional delegation.
Recent state revenue forecasts project a $1.7 billion state budget gap over the next biennium while the County continues to face ongoing fiscal challenges delivering state mandated local government services.  In the face of such challenges, King County’s priorities in the upcoming state legislative session will include, but are not limited to, addressing:  
· the continued gridlock on our region’s roadways and the loss of critical road revenue through initiative; 
· the crisis in non-Medicaid funded mental health services due to federal rules changes, and the impact of the mental health funding formula; 
· seeking more tools from the state to facilitate the Growth Management Act’s vision for further urban annexations in King County; 
· the restoration of funding for Public Health due to the loss of Motor Vehicle Excise Tax revenues; and

· increasing councilmanic revenue options and allowing more flexibility in setting local fees to recover the costs of service delivery.
Given continued deficits at the federal level, King County plans a modest but strategic 2005 federal agenda for Federal FY 2006.  King County will seek preservation, and where possible, an expansion of its fiscal partnership with the federal government to ensure continued delivery of critical government services to county residents.  This includes continued federal support for transportation, mental health services, workforce training, salmon recovery, homeland security, and other important needs.  
The Regional Policy Committee will be briefed on the legislative agendas by the Council’s Government Relations staff, Chuck Williams and Tom Bristow.
ATTACHMENTS:

1. King County 2005 State Legislative Agenda

2. King County, Washington 2005 (FY 2006) Federal Agenda  
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