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SUBJECT:  A motion confirming the executive's appointment of Robin McClelland, who resides in council district one, to the King County library system board of trustees.

BACKGROUND:

The King County Library System was founded in 1942 to serve rural areas and small towns. Nearly 70 years later, KCLS is one of the busiest libraries in the U.S., serving 1.3 million county residents with its 46 branches and 2,131 square miles of service area. Patrons have visited the library 10.2 million times in the last year. Patrons checked out nearly 22.4 million items, a five percent increase over the 2009 record. Staff issued more than 100,000 new library cards. Web traffic reached 31 million visits and program attendance hit 77,000.

On June 7, 2011, Gale, part of Cengage Learning and Library Journal magazine announced that the King County Library System (Issaquah, Washington) had been named the 2011 Library of the Year. Each year this prestigious recognition goes to the public library in the United States that most profoundly demonstrates service to community, creativity, leadership and innovation in developing specific community programs, particularly programs that can be emulated by others.
The library system is governed by a five-member board of trustees in accordance with state law (RCW 27.12).  The board hires and holds accountable the library system’s director.  The board is also responsible for the library system’s annual and long-term budget.  Trustees serve five-year terms, with no trustee serving more than two consecutive terms.  Trustees are appointed by the executive and confirmed by the Council.  This is consistent with state law regarding appointment of library trustees (RCW 27.12.190).  Board members are selected to have geographic representation for the various areas served, although there is no specific requirement to do so.
APPOINTEE:

Ms. Robin McClelland has a Bachelor of Arts degree in political Science from the University of North Carolina at Greensborough and Masters Degree in Regional Planning from the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. She is very active in professional associations including being a Fellow in the American Institute of Certified Planners, involved with Leadership Tomorrow, serving on the planning commission of the City of Shoreline and is a past president of the Washington Chapter of the American Planning Association.
Ms. McClelland runs her own planning consulting firm and has worked for over 25 years helping communities in the Puget Sound region do land use planning. One notable engagement was a three-year contract with the Puget Sound Regional Council working on Vision 2040 and Transportation 2040. Ms. McClelland has been an active member of the King County Library System as a patron since the mid 1980s and is active in the library’s Study Zone student mentoring program. 

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Motion 2012-0091 (Attachments available upon request)
2. Transmittal Letter dated February 16, 2012

