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SUBJECT

A BRIEFING on Best Starts for Kids implementation.

SUMMARY

On November 3, 2015, King County voters approved a six-year property tax levy to fund Best Starts for Kids, a prevention-oriented regional plan.  This briefing provides an overview of the implementation timeline for Best Starts for Kids and on the work of the Department of Community and Human Services as implementation planning begins to gear up.

BACKGROUND 

On November 3, 2015, King County voters approved a six-year property tax levy to fund Best Starts for Kids.[footnoteRef:1]  The property tax will be levied at a rate of $0.14 per $1,000 of assessed valuation in 2016, with an increase of up to three percent for each of the five subsequent years of the levy—2017 through 2021.  The Best Starts for Kids levy is projected to generate a total of approximately $392.3 million in revenues over the six year levy period.   [1:  The Best Starts for Kids levy was certified by the Department of Election on November 24, 2015, with 56.2% of King County voters approving the Best Starts for Kids levy.   ] 


Best Starts for Kids is a prevention-oriented regional plan that is aimed at supporting the healthy development of children and youth, families and communities across the county.  The Best Starts for Kids levy would make expenditures for the following five categories: Youth and Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative, Early Childhood Allocation, School-Aged Allocation, Communities of Opportunity Allocation, and Data and Evaluation Allocation.

Under Ordinance 18088, out of the first year's levy proceeds, $19 million will be set aside to fund the Youth and Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative as well as the amounts that are necessary to pay for election costs related to the levy.  All remaining levy proceeds will be disbursed as follows: 50 percent for the Early Childhood Allocation (0-5 year olds); 35 percent for the School-Aged Allocation (5-24 year olds); 10 percent for the Communities of Opportunity Allocation; and 5 percent for the Data and Evaluation Allocation (including amounts for metropolitan park districts subject to prorationing and fire districts subject to prorationing).  

Under the ordinance, Best Starts for Kids levy proceeds may not be expended until the date on which the council approves the applicable implementation plan by ordinance.  Ordinance 18088 provides for three exceptions to that prohibition on expenditures prior to approval of an implementation plan, as follows:-up to $2 million for planning-related expenditures may be made available, funds required to pay for elections costs, and funds for public health services described in section 5.C.1. of the ordinance..
 
Ordinance 18088 also creates processes and timelines for oversight and implementation.  Those processes and timelines are described below.

Oversight and Advisory Board. Ordinance 18088 requires transmittal to council by December 1, 2015 a plan on the oversight and advisory board along with a proposed ordinance that identifies the duties and composition of the oversight and advisory board.  These duties must include making recommendations on and monitoring the distribution of levy proceeds and the plan must be consistent with the recommendations in the county's youth action plan (Motion 14378).

Plan Related to the Communities of Opportunity Interim Governance Group.  Ordinance 18088 requires transmittal of a plan relating to the Communities of Opportunity interim governance group and an ordinance that identifies the composition and duties of the interim governance group, which will serve as the advisory board for levy proceeds used to plan, provide and administer Communities of Opportunity.

Youth and Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative Implementation Plan. Ordinance 18088 requires transmittal to council by March 1, 2016 an implementation plan that identifies the strategies to be funded and outcomes to be achieved relating to the youth and family homelessness prevention initiative.  That plan must, to the extent possible, be developed in collaboration with the oversight and advisory body.

Implementation Plan.  Ordinance 18088 requires transmittal to council by June 1, 2016 an implementation plan that identifies the strategies to be funded and outcomes to be achieved with the use of levy proceeds.  The implementation plan must be developed in collaboration with the oversight and advisory board and the communities of opportunity interim governance group, as applicable.  The implementation plan should also take into consideration the county's Youth Action Plan adopted by Motion 143878 and recommendations of the county's juvenile justice disproportionality steering committee that are adopted into policy.
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