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February 5, 2013
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:
This letter transmits a proposed motion transmitting a dual use plan for the Eastside Rail Corridor (ERC) and serves as another important step forward in King County’s efforts to protect and develop the ERC as a valued regional asset.
This motion and plan were called for in Section 4, P5 of Ordinance 17500 passed on December 10, 2012. This legislation called for the development and transmittal to Council of a dual use plan that addresses key activities by King County to secure its property interests, coordinate with other major owners in the ERC, and support the achievement of the dual use vision. This document constitutes the requested dual use plan. It is structured to respond directly to the eight specific topics identified in Ordinance 17500, which called for the plan. These topics include:

A. A proposal to erect signs at at least 15 major crossing points within King County ownership areas of the ERC during 2013, along with a proposed design for the signs that will alert the public to the County’s ownership and to the dual usage planned for the ERC.
B. A proposal for the planning process by which a comprehensive signage and wayfinding plan will be developed during the regional planning process for the ERC.
C. A proposal for the process by which rail and trail interconnectivity will be achieved.
D. A proposal to coordinate with Sound Transit so that the trail location will not make potential high capacity transit development cost-prohibitive, including consideration of whether the trail should be kept off the crown.
E. A description of potential amendments to planning documents, code provisions, regulations or other relevant documents that could be adopted in order to protect the status of the ERC as a dual use transportation corridor, and to require that planning for the ERC is coordinated so that motorized public transportation and public regional trail facilities can be developed and used in an efficient manner that minimizes the overall cost to the public. Consideration should be given, without limitation, to amendments to the Countywide Planning Policies, the King Count Comprehensive Plan, and the King County Open Space Plan: Parks, Trail and Natural Areas, and the King County Code.
F. A proposal for how the process will address connections between the ERC and the regional trail system, including but not limited to the Lake to Sound Trail.
G. A proposal for how the process will address transportation connections in coordination with Sound Transit.
H. A proposal for how the planned trail area will be perfected under the reciprocal coordination and cooperation covenant agreement as called for by Ordinance 17501.
This legislation supports the goals of the King County Strategic Plan by enhancing bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure as an alternative transportation option, and supports the objectives and strategies of the Strategic Climate Action Plan by facilitating non-motorized transportation. It furthers the goals of the Equity and Social Justice initiative by providing additional transportation opportunities in under-served communities.
Thank you for your consideration of this motion. This motion will help King County residents take another step toward realizing the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to significantly and strategically expand our regional transportation system, including rail and trail uses, expand our regional recreational system, and sustain the long-term, efficient delivery of utility services over a wide stretch of suburban King County. I urge the Council to enact this legislation and look forward to working with you to realize its benefits.

If you would like more information on these ordinances, please contact Bob Burns, Deputy Director of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-263-6296.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive
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