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Staff Report
SUBJECT

Seven motions – confirming the appointment of two members to the King County Regional Human Services Board and five members to the King County Veterans Citizen Oversight Board.
BACKGROUND
Council Ordinance 15279 authorized a property tax levy in 2005 to provide improved regional health and human services and housing for veterans and others in need in King County. The levy was approved in the November 2005 general election and provides $13,300,000 per year for six years. Half of those funds is dedicated to improving health, human services, and housing for veterans, and half is dedicated to improving similar services for a wide array of other persons in need.

To oversee the expenditure of the funds, Ordinance 15279 created two oversight boards, the King County Veterans Citizen Oversight Board and the King County Regional Human Services Board. The Veterans Citizen Oversight Board is charged with overseeing the half of the funds that are allocated to veterans, military personnel, and their families. The Regional Human Services Board is charge with overseeing the other half of the funds.
Each board is to consist of 12 members, with one member to be nominated by each councilmember, subject to appointment by the Executive and confirmation by the full Council. The remaining three members of the Veterans Citizen Oversight Board are to be appointed by the Executive from among the members of the King County Veterans Advisory Board, subject to Council confirmation. The remaining three members of the Regional Human Services Board are to be appointed by the Executive and must either be poor or “represent an organization that is composed of the poor, such as Welfare Rights, Retired Senior Citizens, Seattle Young People Project and others” (Ordinance 15279, section 7), subject to Council confirmation.
Attached to this report are tables listing the roster each board, subject to Council confirmation. Not all of the listed appointments are ready for Council action.
PROPOSED MOTIONS
The proposed motions are to confirm the appointment of two members to the Regional Human Services Board and three members to the Veterans Citizen Oversight Board:
· Proposed Motion 2006-0490 is to confirm the appointment of Joe Ingram, who resides in Council District Three, to the Regional Human Services Board.  The appointment of Mr. Ingram is for a two-year term expiring December 31, 2008. Mr. Ingram has personally experienced being homeless, and has been a recipient of numerous publicly-funded human services.  He is passionate about homeless issues and volunteers at East King County Tent City sites.  He serves on two subcommittees of the Committee to End Homelessness, as well as on numerous other boards and committees, including:  the State Advisory Council on Homelessness; the Salvation Army William Booth Center Advisory Committee; and the State of Washington Mental Health Transformation Grant, where he is Co-Chair of the Homeless Committee.  He will also bring a veteran’s perspective to the board, as he served in Vietnam and is a member of the King County Veterans Program Advisory Board.
· Proposed Motion 2006-0493 is to confirm the appointment of Anne Baunach, who resides in Council District Seven, to the Regional Human Services Board.  The appointment of Ms. Baunach is for a two-year term expiring December 31, 2008. Ms. Baunach has served on several committees and boards in the Auburn area, including the Auburn Arts Commission, which she currently chairs, the Mayor’s Community Center Task Force, and Auburn Citizens for Schools, which she currently co-chairs. 
· Proposed Motion 2006-0528 is to confirm the appointment of Francisco Ivarra, who resides in Council District Four, to the King County Veterans Citizen Oversight Board. The appointment of Mr. Ivarra, is for a three-year term expiring December 31, 2009. Mr. Ivarra served with the American Division 196th Light Infantry Brigade in Vietnam and was awarded a Purple Heart.  He continued his education after returning from Vietnam, earning an M.A. degree from Western Washington University and working on his Ph.D. at Stanford University.  He has earned numerous academic awards, including being selected as one of 300 students to receive a Bilingual Bicultural Fellowship from the United States Department of Education.  His academic career focused on bilingual education and diversity studies.  Mr. Ivarra has been a long-term member the American G.I. Forum, the largest Hispanic veteran’s organization in the United States, and has held national offices in the organization.  He has also been involved with many other veteran’s organizations and has held offices in several of these.  In 2002 he helped the Hispanic Congressional Caucus plan the first summit on Hispanic veteran’s issues in Washington D.C.
· Proposed Motion 2006-0530 is to confirm the appointment of Kathleen Lewis, who resides in Council District Seven, to the King County Veterans Citizen Oversight Board.  The appointment of Ms. Lewis is for a two-year term expiring December 31, 2008. Ms. Lewis is a lifetime member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.  Many members of her immediate family, including her father, brother, and husband, are military veterans, and the veteran culture is woven into her family life.  Professionally, Ms. Lewis is a jeweler and owns a small business in Auburn.  She also serves on the White River Valley Museum Board.
· Proposed Motion 2006-0531 is to confirm the appointment of  Ronald Forest, who resides in Council District Eight, to the King County Veterans Citizen Oversight Board.  The appointment of Mr. Forest is for a one-year term expiring December 31, 2007. Mr. Forest served two tours of duty in Vietnam, from 1966 to 1968.  He is a current member of a Vietnam Veterans chapter and believes strongly that veterans should take care of their fellow veterans.  Mr. Forest served on the Kent Civil Service Commission from 1990 to 1994 and was a member of the Washington State Housing Finance Commission from 1993 to 2003.  He is a retired carpenter and a 42 year member of the Carpenter’s Union, and he served as the Business Agent and Business Manager of his union local.  He is a current member and past president of the King County Veterans’ Advisory Board.
· Proposed Motion 2006-0534 is to confirm the appointment of  William Wood, who resides in Council District Four, to the King County Veterans Citizen Oversight Board.  The appointment of Mr. Wood is for a two-year term expiring December 31, 2008. Mr. Wood served in the United States Army from 1967 to 1971.  During his tour of duty, he was Chief Warrant Officer and a helicopter pilot serving in Vietnam for two years, then served as an observation pilot along the East/West German border for the next two years.  For the past ten years Mr. Woods has been a  member of the King County Veterans’ Program Advisory Board, which he formerly chaired.  He is a member of Seattle Chapter 102 of the Vietnam Veterans of America and a member of the Veterans Service Foundation of Washington, a non-profit organization that works to improve the condition and social welfare of veterans, among other goals.  Mr. Wood earned an M.B.A. degree following his military service and before retiring had 21 years of experience in banking and finance, focusing on international and investment banking.  Mr. Wood assisted with the development and passage of the 2005 property tax levy.
· Proposed Motion 2006-0535 is to confirm the appointment of  Roger Welles, who resides in Council District [insert district number], to the King County Veterans Citizen Oversight Board.  The appointment of Mr. Welles is for a one-year term expiring December 31, 2007. Mr. Welles served in the US Navy as a Medical Corpsman from 1968 to 71, including serving in Vietnam.  He is a four-year member of the King County Veterans’ Program Advisory Board and serves as Vice President, Chapter Delegate, and Chapter Service Officer of Seattle Chapter 102 of the Vietnam Veterans of America.  He has also volunteered with American Legion Post 160, the Northwest Wheelchair Games, the Veterans’ Legislative Coalition, and the World War II Memorial Committee, and as a sponsor at McNeill Island Corrections Center.  After serving in the military, Mr. Welles worked for Anheuser Busch and as a studio mechanic/stage hand.  Mr. Welles assisted with the development and passage of the 2005 property tax levy.
A copy of each motion, followed by information about the appointee, is attached to this report.
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