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Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	9
	Name:
	Mike Reed

	Proposed No.:
	2011- B0114
	Date:
	June 28, 2011

	Invited:
	Bill Knutsen, Chair, Board of Supervisors, King Conservation District


SUBJECT

Briefing by the Board of Supervisors Chair to the King Conservation District (“KCD”), Bill Knutsen, regarding its current and proposed Program of Work and legislative issues. 
SUMMARY

Mr. Knutsen will brief the Committee on the KCD’s 2011 Program of Work, the proposed 2012 Program of Work, and legislative issues affecting the KCD’s operations.

BACKGROUND

KCD provides natural resources conservation support services to landowners of King County, as authorized by statute.  KCD states its mission as “to promote the sustainable use of natural resources through responsible stewardship.”  The agency promotes conservation through education, demonstration projects, technical assistance, and funding support.  KCD has no regulatory or enforcement authority.  

KCD is funded primarily through a fee assessed against each parcel of land in King County, authorized by law.  In sum, Chapter 89.08 RCW provides that

· For those years when a new system of assessments is being proposed, the Supervisors of a conservation district are to file a proposed system of assessments with the county legislative authority on or before August 1 of the previous year, indicating the years of the assessment, and a proposed budget for the succeeding year.
· The county legislative authority is to hold a public hearing on the proposed system of assessments; the legislative authority may accept, or modify and accept, the proposed system of assessments, if it finds that

1. the public interest will be served by imposition of the assessment;

2. the special assessment will not exceed the special benefits that the land receives from the District.

· The assessment will be stated as a uniform annual per acre amount, or an annual flat rate per parcel plus a uniform annual per acre amount.
· For counties with a population of over 1.5 million, the maximum annual per parcel rate can’t exceed $10.

In 2009, the County Council approved Ordinance 16703, which established a per-parcel fee assessment for the years 2010, 2011 and 2012.  The fee was established at $9.98 per parcel, plus one cent per parcel for parcels between one and five acres, and two cents per parcel for parcels greater than five acres.

Attached to that ordinance was an Interlocal Agreement between the KCD and the Council, defining the roles of each body.  The Interlocal Agreement provides for the submission of an annual Program of Work by the KCD by August 1 of each year of the agreement.

The KCD is governed by a five-member Board of Supervisors.  On July 27, 2010, the KCD Board of Supervisors approved a 2011 Program of Work for submission to the County Council (attached).  The Program of Work included funding for projects in three WRIA Watershed Forums in the following amounts:  $600,000 for WRIA 7, $1.2 million for WRIA 8, and $1.2 million for WRIA 9.  An additional $1.2 million was provided for partnership projects for each of the 35 member jurisdictions—primarily cities—and $2.081 million for KCD programs and services.  Mr. Knutsen will report on the progress of these funded projects. 
The Council anticipates receipt of the 2012 Program of Work by the August 1 deadline.  Mr. Knutsen will also be providing a preview of that upcoming Program.  
Finally, Mr. Knutsen will brief the Committee on how the KCD was affected by the last state legislative session.  
ATTACHMENTS
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