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SUBJECT

Proposed ordinance 2010-0535 would authorize the Department of Judicial Administration (DJA) to assess an existing new $5 fee for preparing and providing reports of new cases filed in Superior Court or new judgments filed in Superior Court.  
SUMMARY
Proposed Ordinance 2010-0535 would assess a new fee of $5 to prepare reports on new cases or judgments filed in Superior Court.  
The fee amount is proposed to offset the costs associated with the preparation and provision of these reports.  The proposed fee is projected to yield an additional $15,400 to the general fund in 2011.  This fee is proposed to be authorized under King County Code (K.C.C.) 4.83, by adding a new section to the code.  
BACKGROUND
DJA currently collects fees associated with copies and other services.  Customers regularly request reports of newly filed cases and judgments.  Proposed Ordinance 2010-0535 would amend K.C.C 4.83 to authorize collection of a $5 fee to provide the reports.  
ANALYSIS

This fee is only charged to people who request to purchase copies of the reports.  This proposed $5 fee is projected to generate an additional $15,400 to the general fund in 2011.
Option 1: Approve as proposed
Option 2: Reject the proposal.  If the fee change is rejected, $15,400 in additional reductions would be required to balance the DJA budget.  
REASONABLENESS

The proposed new fee for preparing and providing reports will offset the costs associated with the service.  Proposed Ordinance 2010-0535 appears to be responsive to the financial needs of DJA and will counterbalance some of the agency's target reductions.  Of note, the revenues generated by this fee are assumed in the Executive’s proposed budget.  Approval of the proposal appears to constitute a reasonable business decision.
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2010-0535
2. Fiscal Note

3. Regulatory Note
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