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SUBJECT

This briefing covers a response to a proviso included in Public Health’s 2010 adopted budget.  The budget proviso required Public Health to report to the Council on activities undertaken to help assure access to family planning/sexually transmitted disease (STD) services in the Kent area and the community surrounding the Northshore public health center.  
SUMMARY
The proviso response focuses on Public Health activities to mitigate impacts of the elimination of stand-alone family planning services at Northshore and the closure of the Kent Teen Clinic, including:

· Helping family planning clients at Northshore and the Kent Teen Clinic transition to a new source of care

· Partnering with other community based organizations to promote culturally competent access to family planning/sexually transmitted disease (STD) services

· Reprioritizing work of family planning health educators to ensure coverage of the Kent and Northshore areas 
· Planning for an evaluation of the impact of these efforts on access to family planning and STD services
This briefing response furthers the Council’s Financial Stewardship priority by providing information on partnerships between Public Health and community based organizations to promote culturally competent access to services.  This proviso response specifically satisfies Strategy 2.05.
BACKGROUND

The adopted 2010 Adopted Budget included the elimination of stand-alone Family Planning clinic hours at Northshore Public Health Center (in conjunction with a new partnership with HealthPoint Community Health Centers at that site) and the closure of the Public Health Kent Teen Clinic, including family planning services and a small primary care practice.  The Northshore Family Planning clinic served primarily uninsured and limited English proficiency clients and the Kent Teen Clinic served primarily low-income teenagers.  These savings resulted in savings of $1.35 million, including $892,000 in the General Fund.  

The budget also included a proviso requiring Public Health to report on the activities it has undertaken to assure access to family planning/sexually transmitted disease (STD) services in the Kent area and the community surrounding the Northshore public health center.  The proviso states:
Of this appropriation, $25,000 shall only be expended or encumbered if, by March 1, 2010, the executive transmits to the council a report on the activities of the department of public health to help assure access to family planning/sexually transmitted disease services for teens in the Kent area and the community surrounding the Northshore public health center. The report shall address how the department is: (1) helping clients who accessed services in 2009 transition to a new source of care; (2) working in partnership with other community based organizations to promote culturally competent access to services; (3) reprioritizing the work of family planning health educators including through locating the educators with other community providers in the Kent and Northshore communities; and (4) planning to evaluate the impact of these efforts on access to family planning/sexually transmitted disease services and the health of the community. The report shall also include a review of the dedicated financing sources available for family planning in 2010 and an assessment of the outlook for dedicated family planning funding over the next three years.

ANALYSIS
The proviso response focuses on Public Health activities that:

· Help clients transition to a new source of care 
· Partner with other community based organizations to promote culturally competent access to health care services

· Reprioritize work of family planning health educators 
· Will help evaluate the impact of these efforts on access to services and health of the community

The staff report summarizes Public Health’s response to Council concerns in each of these areas, as well as discussing the financial outlook in 2010 and the out-years (2011-2014).
Helping Clients Transition to a New Source of Care
In order to minimize the risk of a gap in coverage for clients at Northshore and the Kent Teen Clinic, resulting from elimination of PH funded services, both clinics provided clients with up to a year’s supply of contraceptives.  Public Health has also increased training to staff remaining in other programs at both locations to provide non-prescription contraception, providing technical support to schools and other agencies where teens might disclose pregnancy and determining the feasibility of allowing students from other schools to access the Kent Phoenix Academy Teen Health Center.  

Public Health’s Northshore and Kent Teen Clinic staff also used a variety of methods to communicate with clients about the change, including:
· Working with clients during clinic visits in 2009 to identify alternate resources;

· Sending letters to primary care clients and family planning clients informing them about the elimination of services at Northshore and the Kent Teen Clinic; 

· Emailing information to community partners who referred clients to either clinic about how to help adult and teen clients access care;
· Maintaining Kent Teen Clinic and Northshore Family Planning phone numbers and responding to phone calls to provide information on nearby services; and
· Establishing an outgoing message on the phone lines directing callers to other public health centers or clinics.

Partnering With Other Community Based Organizations to Promote Culturally Competent Access to Services
Public Health staff has worked for many years with certain cultural, demographic groups and has significant knowledge of nearby agencies and their cultural competencies.  Staff in Public Health Maternity Support Services and Women, Infants, and Children and the Family Planning Health Educators will consider these issues as they direct clients to other public health sites and service providers.
Reprioritizing Work of Family Planning Health Educators

The 2010 budget included a reduction of one Family Planning health educator.  There are currently nine health educators countywide.  Three of the health educators from Renton, North and Eastgate Public Health will spend a portion of their time providing outreach services with local agencies and partners, including community-based organizations and schools, in the Northshore and Kent areas.  This will decrease health education time dedicated to the Renton and Eastgate communities.  

In Kent, the health educator will focus on expanding existing partnerships with middle and high schools and potential expansion of funding for the health clinic at Kent Phoenix Academy.  The health educator has also worked on developing a partnership with Kent Youth and Family Services.  Through that collaboration, two outreach workers meet with clients at Kent Youth and Family Services one day a week or by appointment.  One of the workers speaks Spanish and the other speaks Vietnamese.  They provide application assistance (Apple Health Program for Children, Medicaid, etc.) to families with uninsured children under 19 years old and help them find medical and dental services.
Planning to Evaluate the Impact of These Efforts on Access to Services and Health of the Community
Public Health plans to review the total number of family planning and STD services clients served by Public Health, HealthPoint, Healthcare for the Homeless, and Planned Parenthood sites and identify the number from zip codes immediately surrounding the Kent Teen Clinic and Northshore sites to determine whether access is decreased.  Public Health will report on this measure by August 1, 2010.
Review of Funding Sources, Including Outlook for Next Three Years
There are three federal and state dedicated funding sources for family planning clinical services:
· Federal Title X funds

· State family planning/reproductive health funds

· State funding from a supplementary funding proviso approved by the legislature in 2006

In total, Public Health expects to receive about $1.5 million from all three sources in 2010, which is comparable to 2009 funding level.  
Public Health indicates that projections of federal and state funding for 2011 and beyond would be speculative given the uncertainty about the state and national economy.  
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