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The Honorable Larry Gossett






April 11, 2012
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:
This letter transmits an ordinance that will promote a healthy environment for King County park and trail patrons by prohibiting the use of tobacco in high-use areas of King County parks and recreation facilities. 
The Surgeon General has concluded there is no safe level of exposure to secondhand smoke, and outdoor exposure levels can be as high as indoor levels. Almost 600 jurisdictions nationally have enacted smoke-free or tobacco-free policies for their parks. King County would be among the many jurisdictions in Washington State that have adopted a smoke-free or tobacco-free policy for public outdoor areas. More than 45 cities in 15 counties in Washington State have tobacco-free or smoke-free policies in place. In King County, eleven parks agencies currently have policies in place, with more considering policy changes this year. 
Development of this ordinance was supported by a Communities Putting Prevention to Work (CPPW) Tobacco Prevention grant to the King County Parks and Recreation Division from Public Health – Seattle and King County.  The goals of CPPW Tobacco Prevention are to: 1) reduce adult tobacco use, 2) reduce youth tobacco initiation, 3) reduce secondhand smoke exposure, and 4) reduce health inequities related to tobacco use.  
In 2010, the Greenburg Study
, funded by a Communities Putting Prevention to Work grant to Public Health – Seattle & King County, showed that 67.3 percent of all respondents favored prohibiting the use of tobacco products in parks, playgrounds and other recreation areas. The 2011 King County Parks and Recreation Division’s customer satisfaction survey showed that 74.6 percent of respondents strongly agreed or agreed that it is important to them and their families that parks, trails and natural areas are free of tobacco use.

The proposed ordinance would prohibit use of tobacco products in high-use areas of parks and recreation facilities where people congregate, including athletic fields, off-leash dog parks, parking lots, picnic shelters, playgrounds, sports courts, and trailheads.
 Important reasons for adopting the legislation include the following:
· Tobacco use in public places generates litter that presents environmental, health, and safety concerns in our parks.
· According to a 2010 report from the Washington State Department of Health, tobacco use and smoking related causes cost King County employers, insurers, and families over $343 million every year in healthcare and lost wages.
· Prohibiting the use of tobacco products in high-use areas is part of a regional partnership effort which includes the King County Parks Directors’ Network, which is made up of 25 cities, and other local jurisdictions such as the Vashon Park District. The goal of the partnership is to create healthy and clean places for people to live, work, and play. 
A tobacco-free policy in park areas where people congregate is consistent with the King County Strategic Plan goal of protecting the health of all of our communities by ensuring clean smoke-free air and reducing exposure to the harmful effects of secondhand smoke.
Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This important legislation will help provide safe and healthy outdoor environments for residents and visitors of King County parks and trails.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Kevin Brown, Division Director of the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 
206-296-8631.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Michael Woywod, Chief of Staff



  Mark Melroy, Senior Principal Legislative Analyst, BFM Committee




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief Advisor, Policy and Strategic Initiatives, King County 

    Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget

David Fleming, Director, Public Health Seattle & King County

Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

Kevin Brown, Division Director, Parks and Recreation Division, 

    DNRP
� This survey included a representative sample of adults in King County supplemented by oversamples of minority (African American and Hispanic) adults and adults in targeted zip codes.





