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CHECKLIST OF CRITERIA

Proposed No.:  _____________
Prepared By: Susan Eisele 






Date:___9\13\2010____________________

  Yes     No     N/A
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

NEED:  Does the proposed regulation respond to a specific, identifiable need? If yes then explain.
The Vital Statistics office for Public Health currently provides notary services at no charge, most often for Paternity Affidavit and occasionally for other Vital Statistics program services.    

Washington State RCW 70.58.107 establishes fees and authority for state and local health jurisdictions to collect fees for certified copies of birth and death certificates and for searches of such records.  Fees that are collected are distributed between the local jurisdiction and the state treasurer based on RCW 70.58.107.  

In Washington State, if the mother and father of a child are not married, the father’s name does not appear on the child’s birth certificate.  To add the father’s name, both mother and father voluntarily complete a Washington State Paternity Affidavit, then sign and have it notarized.  The Paternity Affidavit is a legal document that is filed at the State Department of Health in Olympia.  Parents have the option of having the document notarized at no charge by the birth hospital or local DSHS Child Support Offices, or for a fee at numerous private notaries.  King County Vital Statistics has several employees with notary public licenses who have been providing this service to parents at no charge.  Providing notary services creates extra work, responsibilities and expenses, but it provides a convenient and timely service for the customer.  With this change Public Health is proposing to charge $8 per notary for those services.  

The regulation addresses the need to recover the total cost of providing a Washington State Paternity Affidavit or other notary services provided by the King County Vital Statistics program, by establishing an $8 notary fee for each request.   
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

If so, is county government the most appropriate organization to address this need? If yes then explain.



King County is mandated by the Revised Code of Washington to maintain a vital records program.
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

ECONOMY & JOB GROWTH:  Has the economic impact of the proposed regulation been reviewed to ensure it will not have a long-term adverse impact on the economy and job growth in King County?




If yes then explain.


This fee will result in a $10,000 annual gain in Vital Statistics revenue.  It will have no impact on the King County economy and its job growth.
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 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

PURPOSE:  Is the purpose of the proposed ordinance clear? Describe the purpose of the ordinance.



The purpose of the regulation is to recover the total cost of providing a Washington State Paternity Affidavit to those requesting it at the King County Vital Statistics program.
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

Are the steps for implementation clear? Describe the steps for implementation.
· The County Council reviews and adopts the following year’s fee structure.  
· Clients of the King County Vital Statistics program (VS) are notified of the upcoming changes.

· VS starts collecting the fee for service January 1, 2011 

 [  ]  [  ]  [X]

EVALUATION:  Does the proposed ordinance identify specific measurable outcomes that the proposed regulation should achieve? Describe the measurable outcomes.
 [  ]  [  ]   [X]

Is an evaluation process identified? Describe the evaluation process.
 [  ]  [  ]   [X]

INTERESTED PARTIES:  Has adequate collaboration occurred with all those affected by the proposed regulation (including the public, the regulated and the regulators)? Describe the level of collaboration that has been performed.
 [X]  [  ]   [  ]

COSTS & BENEFITS:  Will the proposed regulation achieve the goal with the minimum cost and burden?




The proposed regulation will cover the cost of providing service only.
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

Has the cost of not adopting the proposed regulation been considered? Describe and quantify the cost of not adopting the proposed regulation.



If this VS notary fee is not established, VS will not realize $10,000 in fee revenue.
 [  ]  [  ]  [X]

Do the benefits of the proposed regulations outweigh the costs? Describe and the cost and benefits of proposed regulation.



There are no substantive costs associated with implementing the regulation.
 [  ]  [  ]  [X]

VOLUNTARY COMPLIANCE:  Does the proposed ordinance inspire voluntary compliance? Describe how voluntary compliance is anticipated to take place.



The change is a fee for service increase. 
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Yes     No     N/A
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

CLARITY:  Is the proposed ordinance written clearly and concisely, without ambiguities?




The draft ordinance language is patterned after existing ordinance language used by other King County agencies.
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

CONSISTENCY:  Is the proposed regulation consistent with existing federal, state and local statutes?



Yes, Public Health has obtained an opinion of approval from the King County Prosecuting Attorney’s office  

