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[bookmark: Overview]OVERVIEW
TOPIC: An ordinance to add a new King County code chapter related to notification requirements for booking restrictions at King County adult detention facilities.
LEGISLATION SUMMARY
The proposed ordinance would add a new chapter to King County code requiring thirty days’ notice prior to implementing jail booking restrictions.  The proposed code chapter would include definitions and an exemption to the thirty-day notice requirement in cases of emergency.  The Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (DAJD) reviewed the proposed ordinance and provided suggested technical corrections and a request to include an exception for short-term booking restrictions of less than 48 hours for operational necessity.  These proposed changes are included in Amendment 1.  DAJD has no other concerns with the proposed ordinance.
Jail booking restrictions for non-violent misdemeanor offenses were implemented in King County during the COVID-19 pandemic.  The restrictions remained in place after the pandemic due to significant staffing shortages that limited jail capacity.  The booking restrictions were lifted in late 2024 once corrections staffing reached the level necessary for the jails to safely operate at full capacity.  DAJD states they have no plans to implement booking restrictions.
[bookmark: Key_Issue]KEY ISSUES FROM THE ANALYSIS
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AMENDMENTS
Amendment 1 would make technical corrections to the statement of facts and definitions sections.  It would also add an exception to the requirement for 30 days prior notice in cases of short-term booking restrictions of less than 48 hours due to operational necessity.  
BACKGROUND & TIMING CONSIDERATIONS	 BACK TO TOP
King County Adult Detention.  King County's Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (DAJD) operates two adult detention facilities located at the King County Correctional Facility (KCCF) in downtown Seattle and the Maleng Regional Justice Center (MRJC) in Kent.
The county’s secure detention facilities house pre-trial individuals who have been arrested or had charges files and are awaiting adjudication of their cases in King County Superior Court or District Court, or who are awaiting state psychiatric competency restoration services.  King County also houses post-trial individuals who have been sentenced to secure detention for less than a year.  Individuals in the county’s custody who receive sentences that exceed one year are transferred to the state correctional system.
In 2025, annual bookings into adult detention were over 18,000, and the average daily population (ADP) was 1,411.5.[footnoteRef:1]  The average length of stay in secure detention in 2025 was 32.7 days. [1:  2024-12-kc-dar-scorecard.pdf] 

Jail Services Contracts and Booking Restrictions.  While King County is responsible for housing people booked in detention on felony offenses, the responsibility of detaining people booked on misdemeanor offenses belongs to the jurisdiction where the arrest occurred, according to state law.[footnoteRef:2]  Rather than operating municipal jails, 19 cities and the Port of Seattle contract with King County for provision of misdemeanor jail services.  King County also houses people booked into jail for misdemeanor offenses that occur in unincorporated King County. [2:  RCW 39.34.180] 

During the pandemic, the Executive implemented booking restrictions which prevented most non-violent misdemeanor offenses from being booked into county detention. Following the pandemic, DAJD experienced significant corrections officer staffing vacancies of up to 24% of budgeted positions, so the Executive maintained the booking restrictions to help manage jail capacity during staffing shortages.  The booking restrictions were lifted in late 2024 when DAJD staffing levels stabilized.
In the 2025 Annual Budget, the King County Council included a proviso[footnoteRef:3] requiring a plan for a protocol to engage city partners before implementing new jail booking restrictions.  The proviso response[footnoteRef:4] stated that, “any new booking restrictions would likely only be considered in the event of extraordinary circumstances that could severely compromise the health or safety of people in custody or staff.”  The report included hypothetical protocols for how partners would be engaged regarding future booking restrictions, but no adopted policies or protocols. [3:  Ordinance 19861, Section 54, P4]  [4:  King County - File #: 2025-RPT0072] 

ANALYSIS	 BACK TO TOP
Overview of Proposed Ordinance. The proposed ordinance would add a new chapter to Title 2 (Administration) of the King County Code (K.C.C.).  The new chapter would address notice requirements for implementing jail booking restrictions.  The chapter would include two sections.  The first section includes definitions of terms included in the chapter.  Terms being defined include, “booking,” “contract cities,” “emergency,” and “jail.”  Definitions for these terms are consistent with the definitions included in the jail services contracts between King County and local jurisdictions.  The definition of “emergency” would refer to the definition of that term in the Emergency Powers code chapter.
The second code section would lay out communication requirements for implementing jail booking restrictions.  These include:
· Written notice to contract city managers or mayors at least thirty days prior to implementation of the booking restrictions;
· That the written notice includes the reason for the booking restrictions, the list of restrictions, the conditions under which the restrictions would be lifted, and a method for providing feedback and resolving concerns;
· An exception to the thirty-day notice requirement in the case of an emergency, in which case the notification would need to occur within 48 hours; and
· That notices must be electronically filed with the clerk of the council, including a list of contract cities that received written notice and the date they received it.
Executive Response.  The Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (DAJD) reviewed the proposed ordinance and provided a list of suggested changes, which are included in Amendment 1.  DAJD stated that they have no additional concerns about the proposed ordinance.  They also stated that the department has no plans to implement booking restrictions.
AMENDMENTS	 BACK TO TOP
The following amendment is publicly available as of June 25, 2026 and attached to this staff report. Additional amendments may be released prior to the committee meeting. 


	Amendment
	Sponsor
	Effect Statement

	1
Short-term exemption
	Dembowski
	Amendment 1 would make technical corrections to the statement of facts and definitions sections.  It would also add an exception to the requirement for 30 days prior notice in cases of short-term booking restrictions of less than 48 hours due to operational necessity.  In such circumstances, notice would be required within 48 hours of the booking restrictions being implemented.


INVITED
Steve Larsen, Deputy Director, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention
Garrett Holbrook, Council Relations Manager, King County Executive’s Office
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