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An ordinance amending Title 24 of the King County Code, relating to Housing and Community Development.

Background:  

Broadened Program Scope 

When Title 24 was originally codified in 1977, it dealt solely with the housing repair program, and it did so in great detail.  At the time, the Housing and Community Development Program was less complex. There have been many changes since 1977, but Title 24 has had few amendments and no substantial revisions.

For many years, housing repair has been only one of several program areas within the Housing and Community Development Program.  These other program areas include housing development finance, homeless housing, affordable housing planning, public infrastructure improvements, and non-profit community facilities.  

Consolidated Plan

In 1977, when Title 24 was originally codified, cities had a much smaller percentage of the county’s population, and their partnership was not mentioned in the code.  

In addition, the 1977 code did not anticipate that in 1996 the US Department of Housing and Urban Development would begin requiring King County to adopt a Consortium-wide Consolidated Housing and Community Development Plan (“Consolidated Plan”).  

The most recent Consolidated Plan was adopted by the King County Council in the fall of 2004.  It established the 2005-2009 framework of policies, goals, and objectives for the distribution and administration of federal housing and community development funds, as well as related state and local funds.  

Funding Sources 

At the start, federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) fund was essentially the sole funding source for local housing programs.  Since that time, in addition to the CDBG funds, there are now numerous other fund sources at the federal, state and local levels.  
· Federal funds include the:

· HOME Investment Partnership (HOME) program, 
· Emergency Shelter Grant Program, 
· Shelter Plus Care Program, and 
· Other McKinney Homeless Assistance funds.  
· State funds include theTransitional Housing Operating and Rental Assistance (THOR) program.  
· Local funds include the:

· Current Expense funded Housing Opportunity Fund (HOF), 
· Regional Affordable Housing Program (using revenue authorized by Substitute House Bill 2060), and  
· New Homeless Assistance Funds authorized by Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill 2163.

Most of these funds are regional and are administered according to the provisions of interlocal cooperation agreements with all or most of the cities in the county.  King County Council has adopted four different interlocal agreements covering different aspects of the program, and these agreements subsequently have been approved by the legislative bodies of all participating cities.

GOAL OF THE HOUSING PLAN Update:
The general goals of this update to Title 24 are to: 

· More accurately reflect the scope and breadth of current King County Housing and Community Development program areas;

· Recognize the council-adopted Consolidated Housing and Community Development Plan;
· Formally authorize the King County consortia partnership model that has been developed over the years through council-adopted interlocal agreements, and 

· Provide code authority to allow the Executive to administer housing and community development programs, in accordance with the Consolidated Plan and with the federal and state contract obligations and terms.

ORDINANCE SUMMARY:

The ordinance represents a substantial re-write of the county’s current housing-related codes.  However, the “Credit Enhancement Program” chapter remains unchanged.  The proposed amendments:

· Amend the “Policy” and “Findings” provisions of Title 24 (Sections 1 and 2 of the ordinance, respectively) to reflect a shift in the focus of the county’s housing and community development program away from just a housing repair program to its current mission that encompasses a broader scope of programs undertaken with a larger group of jurisdictional partners (e.g. the King County consortia). 

· Consistent with the amended Policy and Findings sections, repeal the following sections and chapters that are outdated due to their being focused solely on the housing repair program,;

· KCC 24.04.030 – Housing rehabilitation and repair

· KCC 24.12 - HOME Housing Repair Program (Section 42)

· KCC 24.16 - Block Grant Housing Repair Program (Section 47)

· KCC 24.20 - Lender Low‑Interest Housing Rehabilitation Program

· KCC 24.24 - Unified Weatherization Program

· KCC 24.64 - HOME Rental Rehabilitation Program

· Recognize the importance of these inter-jurisdictional partnerships by referencing the various council adopted interlocal agreements and the Joint Recommendations Committee, the inter-jurisdictional advisory body established by those interlocal agreements. (various sections)

· Amend the Definitions section by:

· Repealing the following definitions:

· HOME housing repair program (Section 13)

· HOME rental rehabilitation program (Section 14)

· Homeowner (Section 15)

· Homeowner property (Section 16)

· Household income (Section 17)

· Housing assistance plan (Section 19)

· Housing authority (Section 20)

· Housing rehabilitation and repair program (Section 21)

· Immediate family member (Section 22)

· Incipient violation (Section 23)

· Investor-owned property (Section 24)

· Mobile home (Section 29)

· Modest home improvements (Section 31)
· Monthly rental housing cost (Section 32)
· Permanent displacement (Section 33)
· Poverty level income (Section 34)
· Private financial institution  (Section 35)  

· Reasonable monthly charge (Section 36)  
· Temporary displacement (Section 39)

· Unified weatherization program (Section 40)

· Adding the following definitions:

· Consolidated housing and community development plan-consolidated plan (Section 6)

· Emergency shelter grant – ESG (Section 11)

· Housing and community development funds (Section 18)
· Joint recommendation committee – JRC (Section 25)
· King County consortia (Section 26)

· Regional affordable housing program – RAHP (Section 37)
· Regional affordable housing program consortium – RAHP consortium(Section 38)
· Very low-income household (Section 41)
· Revising the following definitions:

· Low-income household (Section 27)

· Median-income household (Section 28)

· Moderate-income household (Section 30)

· Make approporiate references to the Consolidated Plan

· Repeal KCC 24.60 (Interpretation), a redundant chapter on the suggestion of the Prosecuting Attorney;

· Create a new chapter (Sections 44-46) that covers “Implementing Agreements, Plans and Policies,” which authorizes the interlocal cooperation agreements that guide the King County Consortia and the inter-jurisdictional Joint Recommendations Committee, and references the council adopted Consolidated Plan.

· Creates a new chapter (Section 48) entitled “Administration of Programs,” which covers the
· Appropriation of funds for the Housing and Community Development Program and the range of program areas the appropriated funds are intended to support (Section 49), and

· Authority for the Executive to administer all of the housing and community development program areas in accordance with the adopted Consolidated Plan and the interlocal agreements, and in accordance with federal and state laws, rules and regulations governing the various fund sources (Section 50)
fiscal note:  

No fiscal note is required because no additional expenditure authority is being requested.
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