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Metropolitan King County Council
Local Services, Regional Roads and Bridges Committee
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SUBJECT

An ordinance approving the 2018 Tacoma water system plan.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2019-0352 would approve the 2018 Tacoma water system plan, meeting the requirement for a water utility to provide water service in unincorporated King County. 

BACKGROUND 

Tacoma Water is a Group A public water system. Tacoma Water has a relatively small retail service area in King County, consisting of a small residential portion of Federal Way (adjacent to northeast Tacoma) and Cumberland (outside the Urban Growth Area). Within King County, Tacoma Water provides direct retail service to approximately 3,250 customers in Federal Way and to approximately 100 connections in the Cumberland area that are served directly off the transmission pipeline from the Green River. The previous water system plan was approved in 2011 by King County Ordinance 17163.

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water and sewer comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.

Additionally, King County has adopted a Comprehensive Plan that includes policies that address water policies for facilities and services, calling for consistency with other adopted plans, pursuit of reclaimed water, water conservation, and protection of water resources.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF 2018 TACOMA WATER SYSTEM PLAN

The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan in June 2019 (see Attachment 4 to this staff report for a more detailed description of the UTRC review). The UTRC found the Plan meets the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval. Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area: Within King County, the Tacoma Water provides direct retail service to approximately 3,250 customers in Federal Way and to approximately 100 connections in the Cumberland area that are served directly off the transmission pipeline from the Green River. Tacoma Water also provides wholesale supplies to Enumclaw, Black Diamond, Cumberland Co-Op Water, and Lake Meridian Water District. Geographically, 93 percent of the system’s service area is in Pierce County, and seven percent in King County. The retail service area is not expected to change in the future.

Supply: Tacoma Water's principal sources of supply are water diverted from the Green River and stored behind the Howard Hanson Dam, and a groundwater wellfield adjacent to the North Fork of the Green River. These Green River sources can supply approximately 73 million gallons per day (mgd) under the oldest water right. Tacoma Water has a newer water right issued by the state for separate facilities from the Green River for the “Second Supply,” which provides an additional capacity of up to 65 mgd, of which Tacoma’s share is 27 mgd. Tacoma Water also has a set of 24 wells in and around the City of Tacoma proper, which can supply up to 60 mgd on a short-term basis. Tacoma Water also maintains the 210 million-gallon McMillin Reservoir and another 16 reservoirs, standpipes, and tanks that can store up to 78 mgd. One hundred and forty two miles of large-diameter transmission mains convey water from the Green River and production well sites to the retail distribution system, wholesale customers, and Second Supply Partners.

The UTRC determined that the Plan demonstrates the City of Tacoma's ability to provide service consistent with the requirements of all applicable statutes, codes, rules, and regulations.

Growth: Including all retail and wholesale uses, the most likely forecast contained in the Plan shows total average day demand decreasing from approximately 49 million gallons per day (mgd) in 2017 to 44 mgd in 2037. Peak day demand is projected to fall from 83 MGD in 2017 to 75 MGD in 2037. The UTRC determined that the Plan demonstrates that water supplies are sufficient to meet projected peak day demand at least until 2050.

System Improvements: The Plan contains a detailed Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) through 2026 to coincide with its ten-year business planning. The total cost for the identified projects is estimated to be approximately $174 million. The Plan identifies multiple funding sources for the proposed improvement projects including System Development Charges (SDC), rates, general facility charges, system development charges, and grants and/or loans.

SEPA: The City of Tacoma completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan and on June 1, 2018, as lead agency, issued a determination of non-significance (DNS) for the issuance of the Plan. There was no appeal.

INVITEES

· Steve Hirschey, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2019-0352 (attachments available in the Clerk’s office)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
4. UTRC Matrix
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