Public Health- Seattle & King County

Summary of Stakeholders Meeting on BOH Poultry Amendment 
Chinook Building Room 115; February 3, 2010; 3 – 4:30 PM
Attendence:   Stakeholder representatives- Rick Reinlasoder, King County Agriculture Program - DNRP; Grace Reamer, CM Kathy Lambert’s Aide; Bridgett Elliott, CM Reagan Dunn’s Aide; and Wendy Soohoo, King County Council Staff.
PHS&KC Staff- Sharon Hopkins, Barbara Wright, Roman Welyczko, Maria Wood, Donna Oberg and Kelsi Thorsness - Environmental Health Intern 

Overview:  
A Stakeholder meeting was held to obtain input about concerns from the agriculture community related to the BOH Zoonotic Disease Regulation (R&R09-07) passed by the Board of Health (BOH) January 21, 2010. An amendment was passed by the Board of Health excluding feed stores, and farm auctions selling baby poultry.   The meeting was held to discuss these concerns and to develop recommendations to the BOH to retain or remove the amendment from the regulation as passed at the January 21st BOH meeting.  Invitations to the Stakeholders meeting were e-mailed or faxed (to feed stores) a week in advance to 33 stakeholders and representatives of the agricultural industry to inform them about the Stakeholders Meeting and to encourage them to attend or to submit their comments on the Public Health website (provided webpage address).

Discussion:
Sharon Hopkins, DVM, MPH, Public Health presented the background on the purposes of the Zoonotic Disease Regulation and specifically about the inclusion of poultry sales in the regulation for health reasons to prevent salmonella outbreaks.  The Stakeholder input process from 400 stakeholders was summarized.  The Department apologized for the unintentional oversight of not including the representatives of the agricultural industry into the Stakeholder process.  Additionally, Sharon explained that it was not Public Health’s intention to classify poultry as pets and that the regulation would be amended to correct this.  Stakeholder representatives discussed their concerns about defining poultry as pets and inclusion of live stock auctions; permit fees and plan review requirements for feed stores in the Zoonotic Disease Regulation.
Stakeholder Meeting Outcome:
The following revisions to regulation were discussed to accommodate stakeholder concerns:

1. Exempt livestock/farm auctions from regulation (animals are on-site for less than 24 hours).

2. Poultry would not be defined as pets in regulation instead add a separate category for poultry and permit fee section for Baby Poultry Retailer with an annual fee of $182.
3. Exempt feed stores from plan review requirements (poultry is a small portion of their business space.)
Next Steps:
· The Zoonotic Disease Regulation is on the Agenda of Ag Commission at their February 11, 2010 meeting. Rick Reinlasoder will present three discussed revisions (listed above) with the Ag Commission members.   Rick will obtain the Commissioner’s feedback and will provide a written response by the week of February 15th.   

Emails received related to Pet-Related Business Regulation

From: gpirwin@aol.com [mailto:gpirwin@aol.com] 
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2010 10:43 AM
To: Hopkins, Sharon
Subject: restricions-definitions of poultry sales
To whom it may concern:
I am a small rural King Co Farmer (50 acres) and active in a variety of agricultural issues.Our King-Pierce Farm Bureau has just informed us of proposed actions before the King Co. Council today (regarding the Board of Health regulations scheduled for an adoption hearing on Thursday 1/21). I have major concerns regarding the re-defining of livestock as pets and restrictions on usual and accustomed livestock sales without due input form those most affected. I have spoken with several local feed vendors this morning all of who were unaware that they would be affected by such changes. 
 

I ask that the proposed actions on this particular issue be postponed for a period of time to allow feed back or at least consider: the exclusion of those venues which hold poultry for less than 18 hours or for purposes of immediate exchange and livestock feed concessions. 
 

Paddy Lewis Irwin
Lewis Irwin Farms
41903 264th Ave S E 
Enumclaw, WA
-----Original Message-----

From: publichealth@kingcounty.gov [mailto:publichealth@kingcounty.gov]

Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2010 12:36 AM

To: Helms, Leah

Subject: Pet regulations comment

Submitted from: http://www.kingcounty.gov/healthservices/health/ehs/petregs.aspx
Submitted at 12:36:25 AM, on Thursday, February 11, 2010

The following information was provided:

NAME: Helen Bell
BUSINESS: Retired

ADDRESS: 
EMAIL: helenbell@cablespeed.com

PHONE: 425-369-9067

COMMENTS: The need for rat and mouse control everywhere comes way before baby chicks or even full grown poultry.
