The Honorable Julia Patterson

July 17, 2008

Page 2

July 17, 2008
The Honorable Julia Patterson
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Patterson:

Enclosed for the King County Council’s consideration is an ordinance regarding the revision of the city of Covington’s boundary to fully include the SE 272nd Street right-of-way located between the east city limit line of Covington and the west city limit line of Maple Valley that is in unincorporated King County (see attached map), as provided for in RCW 35A.21.210.  This boundary revision is necessary to facilitate the city of Covington’s road improvements to 
SE 272nd Street.
The city of Covington has a capital project to make improvements to SE 272nd Street.  However, a recent annexation of properties to the north and south of SE 272nd Street has bisected the road right-of-way, splitting the city’s project into two separate capital improvement projects, requiring the city to use two different road standards.  This boundary revision would place SE 272nd Street entirely within the city and allow the city to apply city standards throughout its road improvements.  Additionally, development projects abutting SE 272nd Street would also be able to use city standards in the construction projects.  

The procedure for city boundary revision of this nature is in accordance with RCW 35A.21.210, which states that: 

“The governing bodies of a county and any code city located therein may by agreement revise any part of the corporate boundary of the city which coincides with the centerline, edge, or any portion of a public street, road or highway right-of-way by substituting therefore a right-of-way line of the same public street, road or highway so as fully to include or fully to exclude that segment of the public street, road or highway from the corporate limits of the city.”
This type of boundary revision is not subject to Boundary Review Board.  Revision of the corporate boundary of a city is effective upon approval by the city council and the county legislative authority.

It is in the city of Covington and King County’s best interests to have the city revise its corporate boundary to include the entirety of the SE 272nd Street right-of-way between the east city limit line of Covington and west city limit line of Maple Valley within the corporate limits of the city of Covington.  The adoption of the attached county ordinance will approve the revision of the corporate boundary of the city of Covington.  
If you have any questions regarding this ordinance, please contact Linda Dougherty, Division Director of the Road Services Division, at 206-296-6590.

I recommend that the King County Council approve this ordinance.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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