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The King County Urban Forestry program seeks to improve watershed health and quality of life by enhancing and conserving urban forests.  To achieve these goals we provide grants and technical assistance to projects that build capacity for citizen-led stewardship; offer training for volunteers; educate young people about forestry; and increase public understanding of the environmental, social and economic benefits of forests.  In 2006, Title III funding will support assistance to community-based projects that educate and involve youth in habitat restoration and reforestation, forest management skill-building and understanding the functions and benefits of forests. 

The expansion of urban areas has affected the health of watersheds on a variety of scales by removing forests, increasing the levels of pollutants entering waterways and damaging salmon and wildlife habitats.  In response, the King County Forest Policy calls for the county to promote the conservation of urban and community forests as part of conserving the larger forested landscape.  The Urban Forestry Program implements these priorities at the neighborhood level by passing through Title III funds to communities in the form of grants.  In addition, we leverage staff resources by partnering with nearly a dozen other agencies to provide technical assistance to groups that need training or consultation to successfully complete their projects. 
Urban Forestry is a program within the Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD) and is guided by the Division’s Strategic Plan.  Program benefits include:

· Integration of stewardship services within the Water and Land Resources Division, including tie-ins to the forest stewardship program offered to landowners, community fire planning, and the Noxious Weeds program among others;

· Supplementation of services offered by other WLRD grant programs, which do not support forest-based education and training projects; 

· Leveraging county resources with cash and in kind services from partner agencies; and

· Development of citizens’ capacity to serve as stewards of forested lands and watersheds.
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