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SUBJECT   
An update on solid waste issues including possible action on a Regional Policy Committee Resolution recommending the proposed Amended and Restated Solid Waste Interlocal Agreement between King County and Cities.
SUMMARY
Committee and Executive staff will provide a verbal briefing to update the committee regarding developments on various solid waste issues including anticipated transmittal of the Solid Waste Comprehensive Management Plan, the south county transfer station siting and environmental review process and the review/approvals of the proposed solid waste interlocal agreements (ILAs).

With regard to the ILAs, at the last Regional Policy Committee (RPC) meeting the members reviewed but were not ready to take action on a RPC resolution recommending approval of the ILA to the County Council and cities that currently have an interlocal agreements with King County.  It was requested that the resolution be brought back to the committee at its next meeting.  The proposed resolution is attached to this staff report (Attachment 1).

BACKGROUND 
King County and the Metropolitan Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee have been working together over the past two years to extend the Solid Waste Interlocal Agreement of 1988 (original ILA), which every city in King County, excluding Seattle and Milton, has signed. Building upon the previous work – additional intensive negotiations were completed between October and December 2012 to develop and propose a new Amended and Restated Interlocal Agreement (“ILA”) based in part on principles that were proposed by the Suburban Cities Association (“SCA”, now the Sound Cities Association) and agreed to by Executive Constantine.

The Regional Policy Committee was briefed at its December 2012 meeting on the background and history of the development of the proposed ILA, along with the SCA’s principles, particularly on environmental liability issues, and the key improvements that the parties felt were achieved through the proposed ILA.  

Since the December briefing, King County’s Solid Waste Division distributed a packet of briefing materials developed in conjunction with SCA staff (attached to the January 23 staff report for Briefing 2013-B0005) along with the proposed Amended and Restated Interlocal Agreement to each city. The briefing materials are intended to provide information to assist in cities’ review of the Amended and Restated Solid Waste Interlocal Agreement.  In addition to the materials, representatives of the Solid Waste Division and SCA have been conducting briefings, upon request, for city electeds and staff.
The new ILA includes several significant enhancements over the original ILA.   The agreement extends the original ILA by 12.5 years, from June 2028 through December 2040, which will keep rates lower by allowing for longer-term bonding for capital projects. It more effectively addresses issues with liability, establishing a protocol for payment of ‘Environmental Liabilities’, if and when they arise, including insurance and reserves. The intent to protect both city and county general funds from potential environmental liabilities to the greatest extent feasible is explicit. 
Other improvements over the original ILA include: 
· Commitment to the continued involvement of the city advisory group, renamed the Metropolitan Solid Waste Advisory Committee (MSWAC) 

· An expanded role for cities in system planning, including long-term disposal alternatives and in establishing financial policies 

· A dispute resolution process, which includes non-binding mediation 

· An acknowledgment that solid waste facilities are regional facilities and host cities and neighboring cities may receive mitigation for impacts 

King County has asked each city to provide a non-binding statement of interest that indicates likely participation in the new ILA by end of January or early February. This statements of interest were intended to be helpful to the County as it moves forward with a variety of planning efforts, including refinancing of existing bond anticipation notes.  Additionally, to develop financial policies in collaboration with MSWAC that will affect the next rate study, the County needs each city to act on the ILA by April 30, 2013.
As of March 18th, 25 cities (plus the unincorporated area) have signed ILA contract extensions for the solid waste program.   The cumulative total of signatories represents a little over 1,000,000 of the 1.3 million citizens in the federated system -- or slightly more than 80% of the total population.  Attached is table of the showing the status of ILA briefings, letters of intent and signatories (Attachment 2).
Regional Policy Committee Resolution 2013-1
The existing Solid Waste Forum Interlocal Agreement Scope of Responsibilities and subsequent Addendum established a role for the Regional Policy Committee, acting as the Solid Waste Interlocal Forum, to “review and comment on alternatives and recommendations for the King County comprehensive solid waste management plan and facilitate a review and/or approval of the plan by each jurisdiction” and to “review and comment on subsequent proposed interlocal agreements between King County and Cities for planning, waste recycling and reduction, and waste stream control.”
Committee staff developed and distributed a draft resolution for consideration by the committee at the December meeting.   The resolution has been updated (Attachment 1) and now attaches the proposed Amended and Restated Solid Waste Interlocal Agreement between King County and Cities which can also be found at:

http://your.kingcounty.gov/extranet/dnrp/swd/ILA%20Briefing%20Pkg-City/9-Amended-and-Restated-ILA.pdf.)

 ATTACHMENTS   

1. RPC Resolution 2013-1, with Attachment A,  Amended and Restated Solid Waste Interlocal Agreement 
2. King County Solid Waste Interlocal Agreement Briefings, Statements of Interest and ILA Approval, dated March 19, 2013  

