Executive’s Independent Task Force on Elections 

Recommended Policy & Legislative Changes

	Recommendation
	Methodology

	Consider a long-term Change in elections governance and accountability.
	Place elections administrator under direct supervision of a separately elected official.

	Institute vote-by-mail and regional voting centers in 2006.
	1. Eliminate the "neighborhood" polling places and replace them with regional facilities.

2. Convert King County to all-mail ballots, those that need to vote in person use centers.

	Reformation of recount process.


	During recounts two elections observers may closely observe the work of elections officials.

	Adjust the primary date.


	Schedule the primaries for the first Tuesday of June to allow staff more time to prepare for the General Election in November.

	Reduce the number of elections.


	Reduce the number of elections from six to four to allow for "breathing room" between cycles.

	Simplify the restoration of voting rights.


	New legislation would automatically reinstate the voting rights of felons upon release. 

	Reformation of Recount legislation. 


	When a recount is necessary, there should be only one recount and that should be by hand. 

	Deadlines for receiving votes. 


	All votes, except out-of-state and military ballots, should be received by 8 p.m. on election day. 


