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April 25, 2011
The Honorable Larry Gossett

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200 

C O U R T H O U S E


Dear Councilmember Gossett:

I am pleased to submit the proviso report regarding the plumbing and gas piping program in the Seattle-King County Department of Public Health, in accordance with Section 93, Proviso P-1 of the 2011 King County Budget Act, Ordinance 16984.  The proviso states:

“Of this appropriation, $200,000 must not be expended or encumbered until the executive transmits and the council adopts a motion that references the proviso's ordinance, section and number and states that the executive has responded to the proviso.  

This proviso requires the executive to transmit a report that: (1) identifies ways to reduce gas piping and plumbing inspection fees; (2) discusses the feasibility of consolidating the gas piping and plumbing inspections function into the department of development and environmental services; and (3) discusses the feasibility of partnering with other jurisdictions to achieve efficiencies in conducting gas piping and plumbing inspections. 

The executive must transmit to the council the motion and report required by this proviso by April 30, 2011, in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff and the lead staff for the law, justice, health and human services committee or its successor.”
The Seattle-King County Department of Public Health is committed to providing its customers with affordable plumbing and gas piping permits efficiently, while maintaining a high level of health protection for customers, the community, and the environment.  In response to the proviso, Public Health undertook an analysis to see if there are more efficient and less costly ways to provide this service to the public.  Specifically, as indicated by the proviso, the department reviewed approaches to reduce costs by 1) achieving efficiencies within Public Health’s plumbing and gas piping permit section; 2) consolidating operations within King County’s Department of Development and Environmental Services (DDES); and 3) partnering with other jurisdictions in the county and transferring responsibilities for some inspections to them.
We have concluded that the array of benefits and advantages, and efficiencies implemented to date, warrant retaining intact the plumbing and gas piping program within Public Health.  This includes maintaining the new fee permit model that was just approved in the 2011 Adopted Budget, which incorporates cost-saving measures and enhanced alignment with the work being performed.  While the department continues to strive for efficiencies, efficiencies gained by moving this program outside of Public Health would be minimal, since 73% of this program’s work is done in the City of Seattle which wishes Public Health to remain as its service provider.  In addition, the DDES service model focuses on unincorporated areas with exceptions only for annexation transition and Comprehensive Planning.  Since DDES does not already serve Seattle for other permitting needs, it would be difficult to find efficiencies in DDES serving Seattle for plumbing and gas piping inspection.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact David Fleming, MD, Director and Health Officer of the Seattle-King County Department of Public Health, at 206-263-8695. 

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive
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Tyler Running Deer, Budget Supervisor, PSB
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Benjamin Leifer, Chief Administrative Officer, DPH


Ngozi Oleru, Ph.D., Chief, Environmental Health Services Division, DPH










