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SUBJECT
A briefing on the King County Commercially Sexually Exploited Children Program and the King County Commercially Sexually Exploited Children Task Force.
SUMMARY
King County has been involved in addressing the issue of human trafficking—and the sub-issue of the commercial sexual exploitation of children—in many ways over the years. Initiatives and activities that the County has spearheaded or with which the County has been involved include:  
· the King County Prosecuting Attorney's Office (PAO) Buyer Beware pilot launched in 2014 in collaboration with the Organization for Prostitution Survivors (OPS)[footnoteRef:1];  [1:  http://seattleops.org/about-us/] 

· work by the King County Sheriff’s Office Street Crimes Unit in making reduction in child sexual exploitation a major emphasis; 
· Motion 13694, which called for the Executive and Metro Transit to develop an anti-human trafficking public awareness campaign, which launched in 2013;
· the development of an information and resource website by Public Health-Seattle & King County in connection with the 2013 campaign; 
· County participation in WashACT, a multi-disciplinary taskforce convened by the US Attorney’s Office for the Western District of Washington; 
· launching a second awareness campaign per Motion 14083 in 2015;
· becoming a founding partner of the BEST Employers Alliance in 2015[footnoteRef:2]; and [2:  http://www.bestalliance.org/employers-alliance.html] 

· spearheading the King County Commercially Sexually Exploited Children (CSEC) Task Force.

This briefing focuses on the work of the King County CSEC Task Force, the mission of which is to ensure the safety and support of commercially sexually exploited children and to prevent further exploitation by coordinating efforts and collaboratively providing victim services to youth ages 12 to 24 throughout the County.


BACKGROUND

Under federal law, human trafficking victims can be adults who are eighteen or over and who are induced into commercial sex through force, fraud, or coercion, children under 18 induced into commercial sex and children and adults induced to perform "labors and services" through force, fraud, or coercion.[footnoteRef:3]  Different entities define Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children (CSEC) somewhat differently.  The International Labor Organization (ILO) notes that CSEC is one form of human trafficking that includes the following circumstances: the use of girls and boys in sexual activities remunerated in cash or in kind; trafficking of girls and boys and adolescents for the sex trade; child sex tourism; the production, promotion and distribution of pornography involving children; and the use of children in sex shows.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  See Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) of 2000 (http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c106:5:./temp/~c106GZiZXT::) and Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2013 (TVPRA 2013), passed as an amendment to the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) (https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/898).]  [4:  International Labour Organization, “Commercial sexual exploitation of children: What is meant by commercial sexual exploitation of children?” available at http://www.ilo.org/ipec/areas/CSEC/lang--en/index.htm.] 


The mission of the King County CSEC Task Force is to ensure the safety and support of children who have been commercially sexually exploited and to prevent further exploitation.  Through its member agencies providing victim services county-wide for exploited and at-risk youth, those in the CSEC Task Force employ a victim-centric, collaborative approach to helping youth between the ages of 12 and 24.  The taskforce has two primary focus areas. First, the provision of comprehensive, trauma informed, specialized services for youth delivered by member agencies and individuals who participate in multi-disciplinary teams.  Second, training individuals to identify at-risk and exploited youth—including through the development of a universal screening tool to be used in Juvenile Court and Child Welfare.  

Timeline.  Having received seed technical assistance and training funding from the Center for Children and Youth Justice[footnoteRef:5], the KC CSEC Task Force was first convened in April of 2013 as one of five initial sites across Washington State. The task force held its first training in May, with additional ones in October and December of 2013 resulting in over 100 people trained in the first year.   [5:  http://ccyj.org/] 


As of July 22, 2013, the task force was temporarily- and 0.5 FTE-staffed through a grant from Stolen Youth[footnoteRef:6].  King County Superior Court continued the funding at 0.75 FTE when the Stolen Youth grant expired.  Task force meetings have been on a quarterly basis since fall of 2013 with smaller subcommittee meetings happening on a more frequent schedule.  [6:  http://stolenyouth.org/] 


In the summer of 2014, task force partner agencies, King County Superior Court, CCYJ, Children’s Administration, and YouthCare[footnoteRef:7] collaboratively wrote and received a Federal Grant from the Children’s Bureau in the Office of the Administration of Children and Families. That grant, which expires in September of 2019, in addition to support from Stolen Youth, King County, and the City of Seattle, has enabled the work of the CSEC Task Force to expand. The federal grant funded work is often called the King County CSEC Program. This is for clarity of federal required reporting on grant funded activities.  The CSEC Program is the federally funded aspects of Task Force activity.  [7:  http://www.youthcare.org/] 


Partners and Program.  Currently, the work of the CSEC Task Force and Program has four components: coordination and awareness, advocate-linked services, evaluation, and systemic change.  

Coordination and Awareness:  The task force and program work to coordinate outreach and awareness. YouthCare and CCYJ provided initial CSEC training and funds from the CSEC program have increased training capacity. Training is currently provided free in King County for any individuals who may come in contact with youth victims of commercial sexual exploitation or youth at-risk of such exploitation. The participants learn to recognize the signs of commercial sexual exploitation or risk for the same and learn how to refer a youth for services.  Recognizing the limitations of a small staff and volunteer time, the CSEC program is also rolling out a train-the-trainers curriculum, written by YouthCare, thereby hoping to expand the capacity to train individuals county- and statewide. The CSEC program has contracted with CCYJ to provide YouthCare’s training throughout Washington State. To increase capacity to reach communities of color, the CSEC Program is providing funding for an ethnic-specific community outreach specialist to be sited at People of Color Against Aids Network (POCAAN)[footnoteRef:8].  [8:  http://www.pocaan.org/] 


Advocate-Linked Services:  Through five advocates located at the Organization of Prostitution Survivors as well as at YouthCare, Auburn Youth Resources[footnoteRef:9], and Friends of Youth[footnoteRef:10] (collectively the Bridge Collaborative)[footnoteRef:11], referred youth who are identified as being at-risk or being actively exploited are connected to comprehensive services through and with the help of an advocate. Advocates work to build trust with youth and, once youth decide and consent to enroll in services, advocates connect youth to those services they together determine are necessary. Advocates carry the young person’s case through its duration and follow youth through multiple, sometimes complex systems. Advocates also staff a 24/7 hotline (1.855.400.CSEC). [9:  http://ayr4kids.org/]  [10:  http://www.friendsofyouth.org/]  [11:  The Bridge Collaborative is a regional response to sexually exploited youth and young adults operated through a partnerships between YouthCare, Friends of Youth and Auburn Youth Resources] 


Evaluation:  As part of the Federal grant award and with supplementation from King County Superior Court Trial Court Improvement Funds, the CSEC Program is being evaluated by the University of Washington to determine the efficacy of its multi-disciplinary, victim-centric approach.  The evaluation team is also studying the coordination and collaboration of Task Force member agencies and how to increase communication, cooperation, and collaboration across various disciplines.  

Systemic Change:  The CSEC Program works on systemic change through funding staff at the State of Washington Children’s Administration. King County CSEC Program funds 0.5 FTE with the state providing an additional 0.5 FTE for a 1.0 FTE Children’s Administration CSEC Liaison. 

Accomplishments.  Among their accomplishments, the King County CSEC Task Force member agencies and CSEC Program report the following:
· Trained over 500 individuals in King County at youth behavioral health agency trainings, community trainings, and law enforcement agencies; 
· Had 135 unique youth referrals for youth between the ages of 12 and 24;  
· Out of referred youth, 81 percent received follow up services; and
· 97 multi-disciplinary teams have been called to address critical needs of youth enrolled in the Bridge Collaborative.

ATTACHMENTS
	
1. King County CSEC Program 2015 Overview
2. Bridge Collaborative April 2014 – June 2015 Data
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