

Attachment 2

Project: March 2018 Route 99 Discontinuation
Location: Downtown Seattle, Belltown, Pioneer Square
Background

Construction of the City of Seattle’s Center City Connector streetcar will create lane closures on First Avenue beginning in late summer 2017, forcing Route 99 to move from its usual pathway on First to multiple reroutes using combinations of Second and Third Avenues. In addition, Waterfront project construction activities, as well as WSDOT’s Alaskan Way Viaduct and Deep Bored Tunnel projects will continue to affect routing alternatives. These reroutes duplicate many alternative bus routes that operate on Third Avenue. In the long run, the Route 99 First Avenue pathway will duplicate a large segment of the Center City Connector streetcar, scheduled to begin service in 2020. 
King County Metro Service Guidelines address restructuring routes when there is duplication of services or competition for the same riders.  Metro investigated numerous alternatives, including moving Route 99 to Western Avenue or Alaskan Way as well as maintaining the First Avenue routing. All alternatives proved infeasible due to Seattle Waterfront and streetcar construction, WSDOT Alaskan Way Viaduct and Deep Bored Tunnel construction, and the structural inability of Western Avenue to support bus service.  Details on community outreach are included in the attached Public Engagement Report.
Other service in the area includes a free circulator along First Avenue, serving destinations throughout downtown Seattle, operated by Solid Ground in partnership with the City of Seattle and King County Metro’s Community Access Transportation program. 

The City of Seattle and Metro are both committed to eventually returning service to the Seattle waterfront area upon completion of major construction projects occurring in the area.
service PROPOSAL: for ordinance approval

Discontinue Route 99 due to duplication of service on Second and Third Avenues, lack of available alternative transit pathways, and future duplication of service on First Avenue with the Center City Connector streetcar.
	Route
	Description of change by ordinance

	99
	Discontinue route (5,860 service hour reduction) 


related administrative changes

In order to maintain a connection for riders between Belltown and Pioneer Square during the peak period, Metro will add a new pair of bus stops on Route 29 administratively, on Broad Street at First Avenue northbound and on Second Avenue southbound. Along with existing routes operating on Third Avenue, these additions to Route 29 would connect riders to most of the destinations served by Route 99.  These new bus stops and alternate routes are shown on the map below.
	Route
	Description of Administrative Change 

	29
	Add two bus stops to Route 29 on Broad Street at First and Second Avenues
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March 2018 Public Transportation Service Changes
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March 2016 Public Transportation Service Changes

