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SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2009-0285 would approve the Shoreline Water District’s (the “District”) 2007 Water System Plan (the “Plan”).
SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a prerequisite for: operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  

BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with local comprehensive plans;

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan;

· reflects current supply and demand;

· forecasts future supply and demand; 

· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage;

· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of King County Code Chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.
UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE SHORELINE WATER DISTRICT WATER SYSTEM PLAN

The UTRC reviewed the District's Water Plan and found to meet the requirements of King County Code Chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval in February, 2009.  Highlights of the Water Plan as reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below: 

Service Area

The District’s service area is located in the northern part of King County and consists primarily of single-family residences typical of an urban neighborhood.  In 2007, the District provided service to a population of 24,200, equating to 10,700 total equivalent residential units (“ERU”), within its retail water service area.  The District’s service area corresponds with the East King County Coordinated Water System Plan (“CWSP”).  The District provides wholesale water to Fircrest, which is a state-operated facility, and its own public water system.  The District also has an intertie
 for emergency supplies from the City of Mountlake Terrace.

Water Use Efficiency

Water used by the District is purchased from Seattle Public Utilities.  The projected annual average day demand (water consumed) for 2007 was approximately 1.80 million gallons per day (“mgd”), with maximum day demand at 3.95 mgd.  The District’s average water use per ERU was 168 gallons per day.  The District’s proposed efficiency goals are to participate with other utilities in the Saving Water Partnership, reduce per capita water demand by one percent per year through 2010, and have less than ten percent water loss across the entire system.  The District is in substantial compliance with the Department of Health’s Water Use Efficiency Rule.

Reclaimed Water and Regional Planning
The District neither collects nor treats wastewater.  The District evaluated reclaimed water as required by statue, but did not identify any opportunities for its use.  The District has participated in a number of regional efforts, including the development of the East King County CWSP, and is also a member of the Washington State Association of Sewer and Water Districts.
Capital Improvement Program
The Plan contains a ten-year capital improvement program (“CIP”) with the cost estimated to be approximately $16.3 million.  The District proposes to fund the CIP projects with the usual funding resources such as water sales, facilities charges, developer financing, various grant and low-interest loan programs, and general obligation and revenue bonds.  Total income for the District in 2006 was $4,593,194.

SEPA

The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act checklist for the Water Plan and, as lead agency, issued a determination of non-significance for the issuance of the Water Plan on January 15, 2008.
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