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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0122 would make changes to gendered pronouns and historically gendered terms in King County Code Titles 7, 10, 12, 15, 26, 28, and 46 to achieve gender neutrality.

SUMMARY

The Proposed Ordinance is the third in a series of four ordinances that would make changes to the King County Code (K.C.C.) to remove gendered pronouns and historically gendered terms thereby rendering it gender neutral. This section includes titles pertaining to parks and recreation, solid waste, the King County airport, agricultural and open space lands, metropolitan functions, and the traffic code. 

The first ordinance pertained to Titles 1 through 4A of K.C.C. and was approved by Council December 4, 2017. Proposed Ordinance 2018-0068 pertained to Titles 9, 13, 14, 16, 17, 19A, 20, 21A, 23, 27, and 27A and was passed out of the Committee of the Whole on February 7, 2018. The last ordinance pertains to business licenses and regulations and is tentatively scheduled to be introduced for Council consideration on March 1, 2018. No substantive legal or policy changes are proposed to be made through this process but other drafting corrections are and will be proposed by the Code Reviser.
	
BACKGROUND 

In July 2016, the King County Council passed Motion 14680 directing the clerk of the council to develop options for how to apply gender-neutral references throughout the King County Code. Related Ordinance 18316 passed the same day to place an item on the November 2016 ballot to  amend the King County Charter to make the language of the charter gender-neutral. This Charter Amendment was passed by a majority of voters in November 2016. 

This Proposed Ordinance is consistent with Washington State law passed in 1983[footnoteRef:1] which requires that, “All rules and directory or advisory publications issued, adopted, or amended by state officers or agencies, as defined by RCW 41.06.020, after July 1, 1983, shall be written in gender-neutral terms unless a specification of gender is intended." K.C.C. has similar language for County legislation: “An ordinance or motion enacted or amended by the council must be written in gender neutral terms unless a specification of gender is intended.”[footnoteRef:2] This provision was first adopted in 2000.  This provision does not affect the gender-specific language that is already present in the King County Code (unless there is a subsequent amendment). [1:  RCW 43.01.160]  [2:  KCC 1.03.120.A.] 

ANALYSIS

In the proposed ordinance gendered pronouns such as he, him, she, or her are replaced with the title of the actor in impacted sentences within King County Code Titles 7, 10, 12, 15, 26, 28, and 46. For example, KCC 12.46.050. currently reads, in part:

… Any owner or master who desires to anchor or moor his vessel, watercraft or obstruction and who is not temporarily at anchor or moored in compliance with K.C.C. 12.46.060, shall apply for and obtain from the director a conditional permit prior to anchoring or mooring such craft.....

In this instance the proposed change is to replace “master” with “captain” and “his” with “the owner’s or captain’s”. 

…Any owner or ((master)) captain who desires to anchor or moor ((his)) the owner's or captain's vessel, watercraft or obstruction and who is not temporarily at anchor or moored in compliance with K.C.C. 12.46.060, shall apply for and obtain from the director a conditional permit prior to anchoring or mooring such craft....

Table A contains a sample of other proposed changes to gendered terms. A comprehensive list of the gendered terms in existing code and their proposed replacements are available in Attachment 2.

TABLE 1
	Existing Term
	Proposed Term

	Master
	Captain

	Sorority, fraternity
	Collegiate Greek system residence

	Chairman
	Chair

	Sportsmen
	Hunters

	Manhole
	Maintenance hole

	Man-made
	Human-made




Executive staff have been consulted regarding the proposed changes. Their feedback has been addressed and incorporated into the Proposed Ordinance.

Schedule 

Title 6 will be the final ordinance for this project. It is expected to be introduced in March, with final action by the full Council in May 2018, after required noticing.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2018-0122
2. Summary Matrix of Changes
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