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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  14

DATE:  December 6, 2007
BRIEFING No. 2007-B0220

PREPARED BY:  Clifton Curry 
SUBJECT:  Briefing on the Accomplishments of the Law, Justice, and Human Services Committee for 2007.

SUMMARY:  For 2007, the Law, Justice, and Human Services Committee has emphasized its commitment to advancing the council’s public policy development and oversight responsibilities for the county’s law and justice agencies, and for the agencies responsible for human services and public health.  Throughout this year, committee members have been briefed on new programs and ideas, the status of existing programs, and have been asked to provide policy guidance in the areas of criminal justice, human services, and public health.   The committee has adopted legislation that provides the policy framework for areas as diverse as the provision of the county’s human services programs, policies for the Veterans and Human Services Levy, plans to end homelessness, the provision of Emergency Medical Services, integrated capital planning for criminal justice agencies, and continuation of federal Medicaid services for the incarcerated.  In addition, the committee has continued its oversight responsibilities through briefings on major initiatives such as the county’s therapeutic courts, firearm violence prevention, worldwide innovations in public housing, new plans for banking services for the poor, ways to reduce the numbers of the mentally ill in jail, and emerging public safety issues.  Finally, the committee has confirmed 21 appointees to numerous county advisory boards and the Board of Trustees of Harborview Medical Center. 

The following sections show the legislation and briefings the committee has completed through December 2007.  
Law and Justice
Legislation:

1. Ordinance 2007-0015 authorizing the county executive to enter into a contract between King County and the King County Housing Authority relating to supplemental law enforcement community policing services in the Ballinger Homes area.
2. Ordinance 2007-0093 relating to restrictions on the use of internal combustion engines on Lake Geneva; and adding a new section to K.C.C. chapter 12.44.
3. Ordinance 2007-0245 authorizing the county executive to enter into an agreement between King County and the Washington state Department of Ecology for litter emphasis policing patrols.
4. Ordinance 2007-0189 authorizing and approving the 2007 office of the public defender contracts for legal services.
5. Ordinance 2007-0247 authorizing the county executive to enter into a contract between King County and the Lake Washington School District to provide school resource officer services in the school district.
6. Ordinance 2007-0279 approving the District Court Facility Master Plan.
7. Ordinance 2007-0341 relating to approval of superior court judge positions
8. Ordinance 2007-0279 AN ORDINANCE approving the District Court Facility Master Plan. 

9. Ordinance 2007-0412 AN ORDINANCE authorizing the county executive to enter into an agreement between King County and Sound Transit for emphasis policing patrols. 

10. Ordinance 2007-0429 AN ORDINANCE authorizing the county executive to enter into a contract between King County and the Washington state Department of Corrections for prisoner transport. 

11. Ordinance 2007-0481 AN ORDINANCE relating to reorganization of the department of public safety, amending Ordinance 1438, section 3(c), and  K.C.C. 2.16.060.
12. Ordinance 2007-0359 AN ORDINANCE relating to fire investigations; amending Ordinance 11955, Section 5, as amended, and K.C.C. 2.16.055 and Ordinance 1438, Section 3(C), as amended, and K.C.C. 2.16.060. 

13. Ordinance 2007-0475 AN ORDINANCE authorizing the county executive to enter into an interagency agreement with Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs relating to the Washington state methamphetamine initiative.  

14. Ordinance 2007-0476 AN ORDINANCE authorizing the county executive to enter into a contract between King County and the King County Housing Authority relating to law enforcement community policing services. 
15. Motion 2007-0112 urging Congress to amend federal law and regulations to allow for federal financial participation to Medicaid enrolled individuals that are incarcerated, but have not been convicted of a felony offense.
16. Motion 2007-0301 approving the integrated work plan that incorporated the coordination and integration of master planning efforts for criminal justice agencies and branches.
17. Motion 2007-0453 A MOTION to establish a permanent gang suppression unit within the King County sheriff's office for purposes of reducing gang-related crime and ensuring community safety.  
Briefings:
1. Briefing on the King County District Court 2007 Budget Proviso Response
2. Briefing on Jail Health Services Proviso Response to the 2007 Budget Ordinance
3. Briefing on the Status of the Implementation of Sheriff's Blue Ribbon Panel Recommendations pursuant to the 2007 Budget, Section 20, requiring the Sheriff to submit a report to the council by April 1, 2007
4. Briefing on the FireArm Crime Enforcement (FACE) Program in King County
5. Update on the Implementation of Community Corrections Initiatives
6. Status of Sheriff Office implementation of Blue Ribbon Panel recommendations and other issues
7. Status of the County's Therapeutic Court Programs
8. Update on Improvements in the Jail Intake, Screening and Assessment Process to Assure that Placement and Health Needs are Addressed Appropriately in the Jail, Court and Re-entry Process
9. Sheriff Overview of Emerging Public Safety Issues
10. Review of Jail Operations

11. Review of Court Operations

12. Briefing on the Status of the King County Sheriff’s Office Operational Master Plan and the Implementation of Blue Ribbon Panel Recommendations.  

13. Briefing on the Status of the Integrated Regional Jail Initiative.

14. Briefing on the Status of the Juvenile Justice Operational Master Plan.

15. Briefing on the Status of the Prosecutor’s Car Theft Initiative.

16. Briefing on the Department of Justice’s Report on the king County Correctional Facility

Human Services

Legislation:

1. Ordinance 2007-0243 adopting the revised framework policies for human services, as required by Ordinance 15406; and amending Ordinance 13629, Section 1, as amended, and K.C.C. 2.51.010.
2. Ordinance 2007-0372 AN ORDINANCE adopting the mental health recovery system implementation plan, as required by K.C.C. 2.43.015
3. Motion 2007-0155 approving the revised financial plan for the veterans and family services levy fund, as requested in the 2007 Budget Ordinance, Ordinance 15652, Section 68 and for the health and human services levy fund, as requested by Ordinance 15652, Section 69.
4. Motion 2007-0332 approving updated policies and procedures for allocating funds available to King County by chapter  43.185C RCW and authorizing the department of community and human services, in coordination with the committee to end homelessness in King County, to proceed with the implementation of the policies and procedures.
5. Motion 2007-0343 approving the annual progress report on the implementation of the King County Veterans and Human Services Levy Service Improvement Plan, as required by Ordinance 15632.
6. Motion 2007-0472 A MOTION authorizing King County department of community and human services to accept, on behalf of the Committee to End Homelessness in King County, a donation in the amount of twenty-seven thousand six hundred thirty-five dollars from Green River Homes, LLC, for the purpose of funding the Committee to End Homelessness's work in creating programs that provide housing and housing-related services for homeless persons.
Briefings:
1. Briefing on the Action Plan to Prevent and Reduce Chronic Homelessness and Unnecessary Involvement in the Criminal Justice and Emergency Medical Systems: Phase II
2. A briefing on Proposed Motion 2007-0355 accepting the mental health and chemical abuse action plan to prevent and reduce chronic homelessness and unnecessary involvement in the criminal justice and emergency medical systems and promote recovery for persons with disabling mental illness or chemical dependency by implementing a full continuum of treatment, housing and case management services.
3. Status of the Crisis Clinic's Community Information Line 2-1-1 Call System
4. Innovations in New Community Banking Services for the Poor

5. Status of the Downtown Emergency Service Center's 1811 Eastlake Project
6. Briefing on the Status of the King County Ten-Year Plan to End Homelessness
7. Innovations in Housing Development as Reported by the Greater Seattle Trade Alliance 
8. Briefing on the Status of the Lora Lake Housing Relocation
9. Briefing on the Status of the Implementation of Veteran's and Human Services Levy
10. Status of Veteran's and Human Services Levy Program Implementation
11. Proviso response requiring a Veterans and Human Services Levy Financial Plan
12. Review of Homeless Shelter Information Systems 

13. Briefing on King County Food Banks

Public Health
Legislation:
1. Ordinance 200-0182 authorizing the approval of the 2008-2013 Medic One/Emergency Medical Services Strategic Plan submitted by the executive.
2. Motion 2007-0106 confirming the executive's appointment of Dr. David W. Fleming as director of the Seattle-King County department of public health
3. Motion 2007-0110 approving a Policy Framework for the Health of the Public.
Briefing:
1. Briefing on the Proviso Response of the Seattle/King County Department of Public Health Related to Operations of the Office of the Medical Examiner
