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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2016-0200 requests Transit to transmit an implementation plan for achieving a carbon neutral or zero emission fleet. 

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2016-0200 expresses the Council’s support for Metro Transit achieving either a carbon neutral or zero emission vehicle fleet. The motion requests an implementation plan and outlines specific components to be included in the implementation plan. 

BACKGROUND 

According to the County’s recently adopted Strategic Climate Action Plan (SCAP)[footnoteRef:1], transportation is the region’s largest source of greenhouse gas emissions, accounting for nearly half of all greenhouse gas emissions. King County plays an important role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions by providing public transportation options. The 2015 SCAP includes goals to grow transit service through 2020 with no increase in greenhouse gas emissions.  [1:  Motion 14449] 


According to Metro Transit, it is an industry leader in deploying vehicles that use new technologies and reduce fuel use. For example, according to Metro Transit, nearly seventy percent of its fleet is either all electric or hybrid electric. Metro has stated a goal to have an all-electric or hybrid fleet by 2018.

Metro operates one of only five electric trolley systems in the U.S., and in 2015, began updating its trolley fleet with vehicles designed to travel “off-wire” for limited distances with regenerative braking and improved energy efficiency. 

Metro is currently testing three all-electric battery powered buses manufactured by Proterra. The buses and one charging station are funded from a 2010 Transit Investment for Greenhouse Gas and Energy Reduction program award. The three buses are deployed on Routes 226 and 241 in Bellevue and charged at the agency completed fast-charge station and the Eastgate Park and Ride.

Metro has completed a federal grant to provide the incremental cost of acquiring eight more battery powered buses and purchasing and installing three fast charge stations. The battery buses would be acquired in lieu of 40 foot diesel-hybrid coaches.

In March 2016, the City of Seattle announced “Drive Clean Seattle,” a comprehensive strategy to transition the transportation sector to clean, carbon-neutral electricity.

ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2016-0200 includes the following policy statements and requests by the Council:

Recognizes Metro Transit’s achievements 

Lines 39-42 express support for Metro’s achievements to date in converting nearly seventy percent of its fleet to either all-electric or hybrid electric vehicles and expresses support for the battery bus pilot.

Expresses support for a carbon neutral or zero emissions fleet

Liens 43-45 express support for a carbon neutral or zero emissions fleet. 

Requests an implementation plan for achieving goals

Transit is requested to analyze several issues as part of the implementation plan. 

a) Lines 49-50 request Transit prepare an analysis and recommend whether a carbon neutral or zero emission fleet should be the preferred goal for Metro Transit. In preparing the analysis, Transit is requested to consider the cost of greenhouse gas emission and the health costs from tailpipe emissions. 

b) Additionally, in lines 53-60 Transit is request to recommend its own target dates for achieving it goals. Transit is also requested to consider a phased approach where the target data for achieving a carbon neutral or zero emission vehicle fleet in the City of Seattle occurs prior the target date for Transit’s service area in its entirety.

c) Lines 61-63 request Transit to include recommendations for any necessary changes to the service guidelines or the long range plan to achieve the recommended goal.

d) Lines 64-67 request the implementation plan include an evaluation of the battery bus pilot, including an analysis of the feasibility and timelines for transitioning the fleet to an all-electric fleet. 

e) Lines 68-70 request the implementation plan include an analysis of how the King County Metro Transit carbon offset program established in Ordinance 17971 can be implemented to achieve the recommended goal.

f) Lines 71 to 73 request an analysis of any gaps in available technologies or products that would need to be addressed in order to meet the recommended goal.

g) Lines 74-76 request the implementation plan include an equity and social justice analysis of all proposed policies to ensure service levels are maintained and air quality benefits accrue to those communities most negatively impacted by poor air quality.

h) Lines 77 to 79 request a fleet replacement plan identifying, by type of vehicle, the number of vehicles to be purchased each year in order to achieve the recommended goal.

The preliminary implementation plan is due August 15, 2016 and a final implementation plan, with a motion adopting the plan, is due to Council by January 1, 2017.

Fleet purchases prior to the implementation plan

[bookmark: _GoBack]Proposed Motion 2016-0200 requests that prior to the adoption of the final implementation plan, when purchasing or requesting a budget appropriation for any nonelectric vehicle for the transit fleet, the executive prepare a written justification as to why it is necessary to purchase nonelectric vehicles for the Metro Transit fleet in light of the objective to achieve a carbon neutral or zero emission fleet. 

AMENDMENTS

Amendment 1 is a technical amendment. It would make several small grammatical changes recommended by the Code Reviser.

Title Amendment T1 would conform the title to the motion as updated by Amendment 1.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2016-0200
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3. Title Amendment T1
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