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January 12, 2004

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Enclosed for Metropolitan King County Council consideration and approval is an ordinance authorizing the County Executive to enter into amended interlocal cooperation agreements with jurisdictions participating in the King County Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME) programs.  The proposed amendment to the CDBG and HOME interlocal cooperation agreements with participating cities will expand the representation of those cities on the Joint Recommendations Committee (JRC).

The JRC is the inter-jurisdictional body that reviews and makes recommendations to the County concerning the allocation of federal housing and community development dollars, and now includes the new Regional Affordable Housing Program (RAHP) dollars as well.  RAHP is funded with the SHB 2060 revenue.

Specifically, this amendment would expand from five to seven the suburban cities representation on the JRC, and decrease from four to three the King County representation.  There is consensus among County staff and the participating suburban cities’ staff on this change.  The increased suburban cities representation reflects their increased share of the population in the King County CDBG/HOME Consortium.  I am pleased that we continue to have high participation and interest in these programs from the suburban cities.  In addition, the City of Seattle sends a representative to the meetings when RAHP allocations are made, per the RAHP interlocal agreement authorized in July 2003.  Thus, our housing programs are an excellent example of a regional, cooperative effort.

Different cities participate in different ways in the CDBG and HOME programs.  The proposed changes in the JRC representation that Housing and Community Development staff have negotiated with the cities reflect those different ways of participating:

· Most of the suburban cities participate in both the HOME and the CDBG programs.  Their participation in CDBG is as either a “Pass-through” city or a “Small” city.  

· A “Pass-through” city is a mid-size suburban city for which a certain amount of Consortium CDBG funds are set aside by formula each year for allocation to local needs according to local discretion.  

· A “Small” city is a city that does not receive a formula amount, but rather competes for funds (usually more than what they would receive by formula) from a larger pot.  

Together, these cities will have three representatives among them that will be appointed by the Suburban Cities Association.  One representative must be from a “Pass-through” city, one must be from a “Small” city; and the third may be from either.

· Three large suburban cities (Federal Way, Renton, and Shoreline) participate in both the CDBG and HOME programs, although they actually qualify to receive directly from the federal government their own CDBG entitlement funds.  Rather than administering their own CDBG programs, these cities instead have chosen to continue participating in the King County Consortium.  King County administers their funds for them through a “Joint Agreement.”  These three “Joint Agreement” cities will have a total of two representatives on the JRC, and will rotate representation among the three cities with two years on and one year off.

· Finally, three other large suburban cities (Auburn, Bellevue, and Kent) participate only in the HOME Consortium.  They do not participate in the King County CDBG Consortium because they receive directly from the federal government their own CDBG entitlement grants.  These three “HOME-only” cities also will have a total of two representatives on the JRC, and will rotate representation among the three cities with two years on and one year off.

While the cities expressed concern that each kind of participating city (e.g., “Pass-through,” “Small,” “Joint Agreement,” or “HOME-only”) have representation roughly equal to their share of the Consortium low- and moderate-income population, they were concerned also about the sub-regional balance, mainly wanting to ensure geographic representation from each sub-region of the County.  

Consequently, when they appoint their three representatives, the Suburban Cities Association will work in coordination with the “Joint Agreement” and “HOME only” cities to achieve a broad sub-regional representation.  In addition, the “Joint Agreement” and “HOME only” cities have set up a rotation schedule that ensures that the North and East as well as the South end will always have representation.  Balancing representation of the different kinds of cities participating in the CDBG/HOME Consortium, as well as representation from the different sub-regions, was a difficult challenge that took several months to negotiate.  I am pleased that this negotiation was successful, and trust that you will concur.  

If you have any questions regarding the Joint Recommendations Committee, the CDBG/HOME Consortium, or the enclosed ordinance package, please feel free to contact Linda Peterson, Program Manager, King County Housing and Community Development, at (206) 296-8661.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers

ATTN:
  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director



  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Ava Frisinger, Mayor, City of Issaquah, and Chair, JRC

Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget 

Maura Brueger, Deputy Chief of Staff, King County Executive Office

Jackie MacLean, Director, Department of Community and Human Services

