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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

LABOR, OPERATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY
STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  7
DATE:  May 23, 2006
PROPOSED NO:  2006-0241
PREPARED BY:  David Randall
SUBJECT:  A MOTION requesting the county executive to transmit a report on opportunities to improve enforcement of animal cruelty laws in King County.
SUMMARY:  
King County Animal Services provides animal control services and enforcement for all of unincorporated King County and 36 contracting cities in King County.  Animal control operates two animal shelters (Kent and Bellevue), licenses pets, provides pet adoptions, educates the public on animal care and behavior and enforces animal cruelty laws.
It is unlawful to be cruel to animals in King County (K.C.C. 11.04.250).  The state of Washington granted local law enforcement and animal control agencies the power to enforce animal cruelty laws (RCW 16.52.015).  And King County authorized the manager of animal control and animal control officers the power to enforce animal cruelty laws within King County.
On April 11, 2006, the Labor, Operations and Technology Committee was briefed on the enforcement of King County animal cruelty laws and protocols and procedures in place.  Currently, all animal control field officers investigate animal cruelty allegations.
Proposed Motion 2006-0241 requests the county executive to transmit a report by July 1, 2006 to Council on opportunities to improve enforcement of animal cruelty laws in King County.  The report shall address the following items:
1. Make recommendations on how to improve the goals of reducing and eliminating animal cruelty, effectively investigating animal cruelty allegations and coordinating resources among animal control and law enforcement;  

2. Evaluate alternative organizational models for the enforcement of animal cruelty laws and make a recommendation on how King County animal control should be organized for animal cruelty.  The evaluation shall include an analysis on the feasibility of designating responsibilities to one or two animal control officers for enforcement of King County animal cruelty laws enforcement.  The evaluation shall also include an analysis of how other jurisdictions, including the cities of Houston, San Diego and Detroit, are organized for enforcement animal cruelty laws and whether King County should be organized in a similar manner

3. Improve animal control section policies and procedures for:

A.  Coordination of animal cruelty enforcement between animal control officers and law enforcement officers;

B.  Tracking and following-up on animal cruelty cases, particularly repeat offenders; and

C.  Accepting reports of alleged animal cruelty cases from private humane societies.

INVITED:  
Dean Logan, Records, Elections and Licensing Division Director, Department of Executive Services (DES)
Walt Washington, Manager, Animal Control Section, Records, Elections and Licensing Division, DES
ATTACHMENT:  
1. Proposed Motion 2006-0241
