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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2014-0074 would approve the City of Issaquah (“City”) Water System Plan Update (“Plan”). 

SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  The City of Kent’s water system provides service to the City and unincorporated areas as well as areas in the City of Auburn.

BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria
King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that the plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE CITY OF ISSAQUAH WATER SYSTEM PLAN UPDATE 
The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan on November 20, 2013.  The UTRC found the Plan to meet the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area  The water service area includes the City of Issaquah as well as unincorporated lands in King County contiguous with the City.  The service area covers 10.85 square miles.  It serves the valley floors and parts of the surrounding hills.  The City is surrounded by adjacent water utilities including the City of Bellevue, the Edge Hill Water Association, King County Water District 90, and the Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District.  It is not likely that the retail water service area will change in the future.    

Facilities  The City operates four wells to provide groundwater to its customers.  The Risdon Wells No. 1 and No. 2 are located just south of 1-90; the Gilman Wells No. 4 and 5 are located near Issaquah Creek.  The City also purchases water from the Cascade Water Alliance (“CWA”) that is wheeled through Bellevue.  The City has two interties with Bellevue, as well as two interties to the Cascade supply transmission main.  Regional water from the transmission main is blended with City groundwater to serve the Issaquah Highlands development.  The City anticipates that the entire Regional Water Service Area (“RWSA”) may be served with blended regional/well water in the future.  The system is comprised of 12 hydraulic operating areas, divided into 23 individual pressure zones.  The distribution system contains approximately 100 miles of pipeline from 3 to 16 inches in diameter, as well as the 24-inch Regional Main.  

Growth  The population within the City is projected to increase at an annual rate of .5 percent.  Total population within the City is estimated to grow from 27,160 in 2010 to 35,152 in 2031.  Equivalent Residential Units are expected to grow from 6,476 in 2012 to 7,472 in 2031, with an additional 6,438 ERU’s in the Issaquah Highlands.  City demand for water was 1.88 million gallons per day (“mgd”) in 2010; that is projected to grow to 2.93 mgd by 2031.  The City is a founding member of the Cascade Water Alliance, which was formed in 1999.  According to the CWA Interlocal Contract, Cascade is obligated to provide a Full Supply Commitment to each founding member to meet current and future supply needs within the member’s Regional Water Service Area.  As a result, Issaquah will be able to meet projected water demands within the 20-year planning period.  

System Improvements  The CIP identifies five water supply projects costing $5.9 million.  These include replacement of the transformer band at the Risdon wells; development of an emergency water supply strategy, including evaluation of sources, fill stations and treatment; bulk-purchase water fill stations; and manganese and arsenic removal. Additionally, there are 13 storage projects projected at $5 million, including seismic retrofits, reservoir upgrades, and a variety of installation, telemetry and communications projects.  There are also 10 booster pump station projects totaling $7.1 million, and seven distribution system projects costing $13.3 million.  Revenues are drawn primarily from charges for service, with additional revenues from inspection fees, shop rental charges, investment fees, and water grant programs.

SEPA  The City issued a SEPA Determination of Non-Significance for the Plan on December 12, 2012. There were no appeals.  

ATTACHMENTS

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2014-0074 without attachment of the City of Issaquah Water System Plan Update, which is available upon request.
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