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Metropolitan King County Council
Law & Justice Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Nick Bowman

	Proposed No.:
	2020-0035
	Date:
	August 19, 2020




SUBJECT

[bookmark: _GoBack]A Motion acknowledging receipt of the King County Search and Rescue Plan required by the 2019-2020 Biennial Budget Ordinance, Ordinance 18835, Section 19, as amended by Ordinance 18930 Section 9, Proviso P7.

SUMMARY

The proposed motion and attached report responds to the requirements of Ordinance 18835, the 2019-2020 biennial budget, as amended by Ordinance 18930, the 2019 1st Omnibus. Section 9, Proviso P7 of the adopted Omnibus budget obliged the Executive to transmit a report detailing a plan to provide bulk rate gasoline and vehicle license plates to King County Search and Rescue (KCSR) volunteers. 

In accordance with the proviso requirements, the report reviews options to offer bulk rate gasoline and vehicle license plates to King County Search and Rescue Volunteers. The plan determines that while it would be feasible to provide discount gasoline to KCSR volunteers through an appropriation, state law prohibits the provision of free or discount license plates to all but a select number of organizations, such as governments and Native American tribes.  
  
BACKGROUND 

The adopted 2019-2020 biennial budget included a proviso which read: 

	Of this appropriation, $100,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the Sheriff transmits a plan, developed in consultation with the executive, the records and licensing services division, and the fleet administration to provide bulk rate gasoline and vehicle license plates to King County search and rescue volunteers and a motion that should acknowledge receipt of the plan and reference the subject matter, the proviso's ordinance, ordinance section and proviso number in both the title and body of the motion, and a motion acknowledging receipt of a plan is passed by the council.

	The Sheriff should file the plan and a motion required by this proviso by September 1, 2019, in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff and the lead staff for the law and justice committee, or its successor.

This proviso was then amended by Ordinance 18930, the 2019 1st Omnibus. The effect of the amendment was to require the plan be filed by the Executive, rather than the Sheriff, and to extend the plan’s due date from May 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019. The amendment did not alter or modify the subject or required content of the plan.   

King County Search and Rescue is an all-volunteer organization whose primary purpose is to assist the Sheriff’s Office in responding to a variety of incidents involving lost or injured persons. KCSR volunteers also assist during natural disasters like flooding, windstorms and earthquakes and in locating downed missing aircrafts. KCSR relies entirely on donations to fund its operations and does not receive any funding from the County.  

ANALYSIS

Ordinance 18930 required the Executive to transmit a plan by December 31, 2019 that would detail options to provide bulk rate gasoline and free or discounted license plates to King County Search and Rescue Volunteers. 

Bulk Rate Gasoline to KCSR Volunteers

The King County Fleet Services Division of the Department of Executive Services offers agency vehicle users the option to purchase bulk rate fuel at specified locations.  The cost of this fuel is approximately one-third less per gallon than fuel purchased at retail gas stations. According to the report, the Executive found that tracking an independent organization’s use of the County’s bulk rate discount gas card would be overly cumbersome and difficult to audit. This is primarily due to the County’s financial account system not being structured to efficiently allow transactions posted by non-county organizations. 

The report does however, suggest that the County could provide a fuel benefit to KCSR through a General Fund appropriation. By using fuel usage rates obtained from KCSR, the Executive could include in the Executive’s proposed 2021-2020 biennial budget a General Fund appropriation roughly equivalent to the bulk rate available to County vehicle users. The report further suggests that if the Council were interested in this approach, the Council should adopt a motion calling on the Executive to develop the proposal for the 2021-2020 budget. 

Provision of Vehicle License Plates

The County’s Records and Licensing Services Division (RALS) is responsible for managing vehicle licensing on behalf of the State. According to the report, RALS staff noted that state law allows exempt license plates to be issued only to vehicles owned by certain types of organizations, such as governments or Native American tribes.[footnoteRef:1] Given this limitation in state law, the report states that county provision of exempt license plates to KCSR vehicles is not possible.  [1:  RCW 46.16A.170] 


When Council Staff inquired whether a General Fund appropriation could be made to KCRS similar to the report’s proposal for the provision of bulk rate gasoline, Executive staff responded an appropriation for vehicle license plates would be far more difficult to determine than that of bulk rate gasoline. According to the Executive, the cost of license plates varies widely depending on the fees imposed and there is no process in place for the County to gather this type of information, aside from asking KCSR members to voluntarily supply it, and attempting to establish such a process would take a considerable amount of time to collect and verify. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2020-0035 (and its attachments)
2. Transmittal Letter

INVITED

1. Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget
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