Attachment A



PROCLAMATION OF EMERGENCY
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS a nationwide housing unaffordability crisis has caused a long-standing homelessness crisis in King County, and in 2015 King County issued a Local Proclamation of Emergency declaring that there is an emergency due to homelessness affecting King County; and
WHEREAS historical and enduring structural racism has resulted in higher rates of homelessness among people of color, especially Black and Indigenous people; and
WHEREAS King County’s long-standing homelessness crisis has been greatly exacerbated by recent events, including a global COVID-19 pandemic with severe negative economic and health impacts, outbreaks of both Hepatitis A and Monkey Pox, increasing frequency of extreme weather events, including extreme heat events and wildfires, recent geo-political conflicts in Eastern Europe, and unprecedented inflation and the resulting destabilizing effects; and
WHEREAS unsheltered homelessness is a public health crisis recognized by the CDC and shelter and related services mitigates the health implications of homelessness; and
WHEREAS King County’s data shows a significant recent increase in the homelessness crisis, including data that shows that 13,368 people lacked housing in King County earlier this year, which is up from 11,751 in 2020; and
WHEREAS the mortality rate among King County’s homeless population is 1.5x that of the general population and resulted in 180 deaths among people experiencing homeless in King County in 2021; and
WHEREAS King County’s data likely understates the magnitude of this recent increase, and multiple data sources estimate that more than 40,000 people experienced homelessness in the area at the same point in 2020; and
WHEREAS King County’s homelessness crisis has reached a critical dimension and degree of destructiveness as a result of these multiple and interrelated factors; and
WHEREAS shelters and homeless service programs can help reduce homelessness through providing a range of stabilization services, including overnight shelter, food support, housing navigation, medical care, mental health and substance use disorder; and 
WHEREAS King County has an immediate and time sensitive opportunity to centralize a number of shelter and behavioral health services on a parcel leased at 1045 6th Avenue South in Seattle’s Sodo neighborhood (the “SoDo Hub Initiative”); and
WHEREAS King County must act immediately on the SoDo Hub Initiative to avoid further delay in addressing the homelessness emergency, which delay would result in financial loss to the county; and
WHEREAS King County must act immediately on the SoDo Hub Initiative to mitigate and alleviate the continued hardship for a homeless community overtaken by the homelessness crisis; and
WHEREAS King County must act immediately on the SoDo Hub Initiative to ensure preservation of public health, to protect the public peace, and to ensure the safety and welfare of individuals; and
WHEREAS King County’s SoDo Hub Initiative depends on immediate engagement of qualified design professionals, construction services and goods and service providers, in a manner and on an accelerated timeline inconsistent with the normal advertising and competitive procurement and/or bidding requirements of state law, King County Code, and applicable Executive policies and procedures.
NOW THEREFORE, I, DOW CONSTANTINE, AS KING COUNTY EXECUTIVE, DO PROCLAIM AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1: EMERGENCY POWERS
A. As described in SECTION 2, an emergency exists requiring and authorizing me to exercise the emergency powers vested in me as King County Executive by RCW chapter 38.52, and King County Code chapters 2.56 and 12.52, as described in this Proclamation; and
B. Effective upon my signing this Proclamation, I will exercise that authority through the use and direction of County personnel, services, and equipment, and additional acts necessary to the management of this emergency.
SECTION 2: FINDINGS AND PROCLAMATION OF EMERGENCY
I find and proclaim that a homelessness emergency exists, as defined in K.C.C. 12.52.010(A) based on my review of the present circumstances and my consultations with Executive branch agencies and personnel, as well as the City of Seattle.  
This emergency demands that I exercise the authority assumed in SECTION 1 and take the extraordinary measures stated in SECTION 3, for the immediate preservation of public health and safety, to avoid financial loss to the county, to and restoration of such property to a condition of usefulness and to relieve loss, hardship, and suffering.
SECTION 3: ORDER
[bookmark: _Hlk110963860]Pursuant to RCW 36.32.270, RCW 39.04.280 and K.C.C. 12.52.030.C.2, I hereby order that the advertising and competitive procurement and/or bidding requirements of state law and King County Code, all applicable Executive policies and procedures (including without limitation the requirements in Policies CON-7-24-EP, CON-7-25-EP, CON-7-26-EP and CON-7-27-EP), and the requirements of K.C.C. chapter 12.19, are waived relating to County contracts at the SoDo Hub for the following purchases or leases:
1. Tangible personal property;
2. Public works as defined by RCW 39.04.010; and
3. Services, including architectural and engineering services and/or professional services as defined by RCW 39.80.020(5).
Pursuant to Executive Order CON-7-28-EO, Pro Equity Contracting, the applicable voluntary utilization goals for Washington state certified minority and women owned business enterprises are 10 percent for minority business enterprises, and 6 percent for women business enterprises.

SECTION 4: NOTICE	

A copy of this Proclamation and any order(s) issued hereunder shall be delivered to the Clerk of the Council and each King County Councilmember by email before the execution of any contract or lease authorized under SECTION 3. A copy of this Proclamation and any order(s) issued hereunder shall also be filed with the Clerk of the Council by no later than 10:00 a.m. on the second business day after issuance. To the extent practicable, a copy of this Proclamation and all emergency orders issued hereunder shall be delivered to all news media within King County and made available to the general public.

SECTION 5: EXPIRATION AND TERMINATION	
This Proclamation shall continue in force and effect until terminated by order of the Executive or action by the County Council by ordinance. However, the order in SECTION 3 shall expire twenty-one (21) calendar days after issuance, unless terminated sooner by order of the Executive or action by the County Council by motion, or extended by the County Council by motion.
DATED this 16th day of August, 2022.[image: ]

________________________________
DOW CONSTANTINE, Executive
King County, Washington
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