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SUBJECT:  Appointments to the North Lake Union long-term vision working group.  
SUMMARY:  Proposed Motions 2004-0168 through 2004-0177 and 2004-0179 appoint members of a working group that will recommend a long-term vision for Metro Transit property in the North Lake Union area.
BACKGROUND:  The 2004 County Budget includes a proviso pertaining to Metro Transit properties in the North Lake Union area, known as the Tank Farm.  The proviso reads as follows:

The King County department of transportation, as the agency responsible for the property known as the tank farm and other properties in the North Lake Union area of Seattle, shall submit to the council by February 25, 2004, a report specifying a 2004 project schedule and a motion appointing members to a working group assigned to study and make recommendations for a North Lake Union long-term vision.  Such a vision shall focus on transportation infrastructure and land uses that link North Lake Union to other subareas.  This working group is to be made up of elected officials and staff from King County, city of Seattle and the state, private property owners and other such community stakeholders.


The master plan should maximize the unique character of the Fremont and Wallingford neighborhoods and promote business, housing, transportation and the best public use of surrounding natural resources.  Such a study will engage staff and consultants, as well as all stakeholders, and will offer scope, costs and responsibility to achieve the North Lake Union master plan.  If the report and motion are not submitted by such date, $250,000 of this appropriation may not be expended or encumbered after February 25, 2004, until the report and motion have been submitted to the council.


The report required to be submitted by this proviso must be filed in the form of 15 copies with the clerk of the council, who will retain the original and will forward copies to each councilmember and to the lead staff of the transportation committee or its successor.
Following a one-month delay requested by the Executive, a response to the proviso was transmitted to the Council.  It consists of:

· The Executive’s transmittal letter with attachments including a draft community outreach plan and schedule.

· Proposed Motions 2004-0168 through 2004-0177 and 2004-0179, nominating the working group members listed in the following table:

	Motion
	Nominee
	Representation

	2004-0168
	Betty Richardson
	Steering Committee Chair, South Wallingford Amendment

	2004-0169
	Norm Davis
	Shoreline Committee Co-Chair, South Wallingford Amendment

	2004-0170
	Lee Raaen
	Transportation Committee Chair, South Wallingford Amendment

	2004-0171
	Nancy Rottle
	Open Space Committee Chair, South Wallingford Amendment

	2004-0172
	Karen Buschow
	Wallingford Community Council

	2004-0173
	Greg Hill
	Wallingford Community Council

	2004-0174
	Geo Tamblyn
	Owner, Lake Union Yacht Center

	2004-0175
	John Teutsch
	Principal, Teutsch Partners LLC

	2004-0176
	Barry Ohai
	Owner, Emerald Landing

	2004-0177
	Suzie Burke
	President, Fremont Dock Co.

	2004-0179
	Bruce Agnew
	Discovery Institute


These individuals have been invited to attend today’s Committee meeting or the April 28 Committee meeting so their nominations can be considered by the Committee.  Today’s meeting also provides an opportunity to review the background on the tank farm site and to evaluate the draft work program for the long-term vision working group.
County Property in the North Lake Union Area
The tank farm site consists of a 1.3 acre dock area on Lake Union and a 1.67 acre parcel to the north, sometimes called the upland parcel.  The total size is about three acres.

Metro Transit bought the tank farm properties from Chevron in 1982.  For about ten years, Metro used the facility to stockpile diesel fuel.  Since 1993, Metro has used the upland site for route facilities maintenance operation for northern King County.   There has been less use of the shoreline parcel but Metro has granted temporary access to the docks to the Center for Wooden Boats.

During the past decade, Metro Transit and Chevron have engaged in a clean-up of petroleum contamination on the site.  The effort will be completed soon and will allow the site to be considered for industrial/commercial use consistent with the zoning of the current parcels.  In 2001, the County evaluated the site as a possible location for housing and determined that a more extensive clean-up would be required along with a zoning change and relocation of the maintenance activities.

A community planning effort in 2002-2003, sponsored by the City of Seattle, resulted in a South Wallingford Plan Update that is pending before the Seattle City Council.  The Plan Update suggests public uses for the tank farm site such as a community center or a water filtration/bathing pool facility.
One possible use for the dock site is additional wooden boat maintenance.  As mentioned in the budget proviso, consideration should be given to transportation uses that would link the north Lake Union area to other parts of the county, such as use of the dock site as a passenger ferry terminal.

In 2003, Touchstone Development offered to buy the upland parcel for $5 million and to include a maintenance facility on the site or build a replacement facility on a new site for Metro Transit.  In exploring this offer, the King County Department of Transportation (KCDOT) determined that a new site offered the most feasible option.  The adopted Metro Transit financial plan assumes receipt of the $5 million in revenue although discussions with Touchstone are still ongoing.
Another parcel of County property is at the foot of Stone Way on the water.  The Council is interested in hearing the working group’s recommendations for this .62 acre site, known as the Little Deli property.  
Proviso Work Plan
The proviso creates a process for identifying uses of the property that are consistent with a long-term vision for the property that maximizes the unique character of the Fremont and Wallingford neighborhoods.  The working group is a crucial element of this process because of its ability to work with the community and local property owners to provide this vision.
Issues and elements of the vision identified by the Council include:

· Potential zoning changes,
· Inter-local agreements,
· The King County Comprehensive Plan Update and ordinances related to property management including approved uses of surplus properties and the Property Expert Review Task Force recommendations,
· Economic impacts,
· Environmental benefits,
· Linkage to other communities, including water borne transit to South Lake Union and the University of Washington, and the need for better transit and park/trail connectivity to surrounding neighborhoods, and 
· Effects on local housing.
The draft work plan provides for meetings during the evenings of May 5, May 19, June 2, June 16 (optional), and June 30, with public comment opportunities at each meeting.  Because May 5 conflicts with a community council meeting, the date of the first meeting is proposed to be moved to April 28. 

The Council’s view is that one meeting should be solely dedicated to community education about policies affecting County properties, with time for public comment.  If more meetings are required, the working group is encouraged to come back to the Council and ask for more time.  Any requested changes to the County Comprehensive Plan would need to be received by early July, at the latest.

The draft work plan outlines topics to be covered in these meetings.  The plan appears to cover the most significant issues pertaining to future uses of the properties.  The working group members and the staff who will assist them may find it helpful to hear what Councilmembers expect concerning the draft work plan and especially the form of the working group’s recommendations.
ATTENDING:
Ron Posthuma, King County Department of Transportation

Dave Crippen, King Country Metro Transit Division

Patrick Duhon, King County Department of Transportation


Patricia Clearly, King County Department of Transportation

ATTACHMENT:
1. Executive’s proviso response with attachments

2. Proposed Motion 2004-0168 packet

3. Proposed Motion 2004-0169 

4. Proposed Motion 2004-0170 

5. Proposed Motion 2004-0171 
6. Proposed Motion 2004-0172 

7. Proposed Motion 2004-0173 

8. Proposed Motion 2004-0174 
9. Proposed Motion 2004-0175 

10. Proposed Motion 2004-0176 

11. Proposed Motion 2004-0177 

12. Proposed Motion 2004-0179 

