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Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Clifton Curry

	Proposed No.:
	2019-0183
	Date:
	June 11, 2019



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2019-0183 would confirm the executive's appointment of Tim Burgess, who resides in Council District 4, to the Washington State Major League Baseball Stadium Public Facilities District. Mr. Burgess would serve the remainder of a four-year term expiring December 31, 2021.

BACKGROUND 

The Washington State Major League Baseball Stadium Public Facilities District (PFD) is a municipal corporation responsible for the siting, design, construction, and operation of T-Mobile Park (formerly known as Safeco Field).[footnoteRef:1] The PFD is governed by a seven-member board. Pursuant to RCW 36.100.020, four members are appointed by the County Executive and confirmed by the Council, and three members are appointed by the Governor. [1:  Ordinance 12000, October 1995.] 


Legal authority for the PFD was established by both the state and county:

· State authority: On October 14, 1995, the Washington State Legislature in special session authorized the creation of a Public Facilities District upon approval by a county’s legislative authority. (RCW 36.100)

· County authority: On October 23, 1995, the King County Council approved a funding package for a new major league baseball park and the creation of a Public Facilities District coextensive with the county’s boundaries. (KCC 2.38)  This funding authority was recently amended with a new agreement for the period of January 2019 through December 31, 2043.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Ordinance 18788, September 2018.] 


ANALYSIS

As noted above, the PFD is governed by a seven-member board with four members who are appointed by the County Executive and confirmed by the Council, and three members are appointed by the Governor.  This motion would approve the appointment of Tim Burgess, who was appointed by the Executive to fill Board Position No. 4, serving a term expiring December 31, 2021.

According to Mr. Burgess’ application materials, he has served 10 years as a Seattle City Councilmember and also served as the city's 55th Mayor. He was first elected city-wide in 2007 and re-elected in 2011 and 2015. Mr. Burgess’ materials note that he focused his work on issues related to improving the lives of Seattle's children, for example, under his leadership, Seattle became the fourth major U.S. city to fully fund the Nurse Family Partnership, a home visitation program for low-income families that The New York Times called America's best anti-poverty program.   In addition, Mr. Burgess led the effort in 2011 to double the size of the city's Families and Education Levy so school-based health clinics could be located in every middle school and high school. He was also the lead architect of the Seattle Preschool Program that will offer high-quality preschool to all of the city's three-and four-year old children. Mr. Burgess also developed the Seattle Retirement Savings Plan for workers without an employer-offered plan, making Seattle the first city in the nation to create such a plan. In his time at City Hall, he notes that he was a consistent and staunch advocate for criminal justice and police reform, economic growth policies, and tourism promotion.

INVITED

· Tim Burgess, Appointee, Washington State Major League Baseball Stadium Public Facilities District
· Representative, Washington State Major League Baseball Stadium Public Facilities District

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2019-0183 (attachments available upon request)
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Transmittal Letter dated April 30, 2019
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