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Property Summary 
Project Background
King County Road Services Division (RSD) of the Department of Local Services is replacing the Fifteen Mile Creek Bridge No. 493C. This bridge carries traffic on SE May Valley Road, which is a principal arterial, over Fifteen Mile Creek. The bridge is located about 0.2 mile west of Issaquah-Hobart Road SE, another principal arterial. The bridge is a timber bridge originally built in 1932 and rehabilitated in 1973. 
Fifteen Mile Creek Bridge No.493C ranks high as a candidate for replacement in the bridge priority analysis adopted by the King County Council in 1994 (Ordinance 116932). It has been categorized as structurally deficient with a sufficiency rating of 7.00 out of a possible score of 100 (a bridge in new condition). The bridge has a creosote-treated timber substructure, Creosote can leach into the water and impact water quality, fish, and wildlife. The timber stringers have supporting sister stringers to keep the bridge in service without posting it for load limits. The three-span timber trestle bridge has hydraulic and environmental deficiencies such as creosote timber in contact with water, and middle piers located within the ordinary high-water level which frequently trap debris. The bridge is narrow with substandard rails.
To replace the Fifteen Mile Creek Bridge, RSD needs to acquire property rights from four adjacent properties. The property rights necessary for the construction, operation and maintenance of the bridge include a small fee acquisition, permanent and temporary easements, and relocation of personal property (shed and contents). As of May 8, 2023, RSD has acquired the necessary property rights from three property owners. The fourth property is owned by Jeffrey T. Williams (Mr. Williams). From Mr. Williams property, the project requires a permanent and temporary easement depicted below in more detail.
Negotiations are at an impasse with Mr. Williams. RSD and its consultants have attempted to contact Mr. Williams 82 times since April 20, 2021, via telephone, email, letter, and personal contact. These attempts included sending the offer letter via certified mail on August 8, 2022, and again on September 12, 2022. A revised offer letter was also sent on December 16, 2022. The property owner was engaged in the beginning; however, after the offer was presented, the responsiveness steadily declined, and he is no longer responding to any contact attempts. RSD will continue to contact Mr. Williams with the hope to continue good faith negotiations to acquire the remaining property rights by agreement. Acquisition through condemnation will only be used as a last resort to maintain the project schedule.




Name:  Jeffrey T. Williams
ROW File No.: 6-2020-007-001
Tax Parcel Number: 509030-0015
Depiction of Permanent and Temporary Easements
[image: ]
The property is located on the north side of SE May Valley Road, east of 233rd Ave SE and west of Issaquah Hobart Road SE in the unincorporated area of King County, south of the City of Issaquah. The parcel consists of 49,222 square feet. Fifteen Mile Creek cuts across the southeast portion of the site in a southwest to northeast direction. The property is improved with two separate one-story single-family residences.
The necessary permanent easement measuring 2,163 square-feet and temporary easement measuring 5,632 square feet are shown in the drawing above. The permanent easement appears in yellow and the temporary easement in green. 
The temporary easement area will be used for creek and bank improvements, replanting and driveway restoration. The permanent easement area is necessary for future access and maintenance of the bridge structure.
There is no alternative location for the Fifteen Mile Creek Bridge No.493C that would allow RSD to replace the bridge and avoid acquiring the temporary and permanent rights on Mr. Williams property. The bridge must be built where the road crosses the creek; the bridge must be replaced; and RSD must have access to the bridge structure for future operation, maintenance, and repair. 
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