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March 6, 2003

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Attached is proposed legislation that would authorize the transfer of Si View Park, Si View Community Center and Pool, and Shamrock Park to the newly formed Si View Metropolitan Park District.  The voters in the city of North Bend and in King County Fire District No. 38 voted overwhelmingly (71%) in the February 4th election to form the park district.  As you are aware, the County, due to its current fiscal crisis can no longer afford to operate in-city park and aquatic facilities.  

Due to the many tasks that the park district must first complete to become a viable entity, the negotiations over the transfer of the facilities have only recently begun.  Therefore, the attachment to the proposed ordinance is a working draft of the interlocal agreement under consideration by the park district and is offered with the understanding that the Council will amend the proposed legislation to incorporate the final form of the agreement.  I am submitting this legislation to you in less then final form because of the need to comply with public notice requirements under state law and because I want to minimize the time that the Si View Community Center and Pool are closed to the public.  Further, the cost to the County of closing the facilities will require expenditure of County funds otherwise available to the park district for ongoing operation of the facilities in 2003.

It is my hope that negotiations with the park district will conclude shortly so that the Council is able to act on this emergency legislation in an amended form at your Council meeting on 

March 24, 2003. 

I look forward to favorable action by the council.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  David deCourcy, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)


Bob Burns, Division Director, Parks and Recreation Division, DNRP

