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May 29, 2008

The Honorable Julia Patterson

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E
Dear Councilmember Patterson:

The purpose of this letter is to advise the council that I intend to transmit the Mental Illness and Drug Dependency (MIDD) Implementation Plan by July 3, 2008 rather than by June 1, 2008.  I am attaching ordinances amending Ordinance 15949 and Ordinance 15975 to reflect this schedule change.

I am delaying the submittal of the implementation plan to allow for full collaboration of the MIDD Oversight Committee in development of the plan as well as comprehensive external stakeholder review.  This adjustment to the timeline was fully discussed during council’s deliberations on the MIDD Oversight Plan in April.  The brief delay in transmittal of the implementation plan will not impact the August 1, 2008 submittal of the MIDD Evaluation Plan.

Ordinance 15949 specified that the implementation plan be developed in collaboration with the oversight group.  In my letter transmitting the MIDD Oversight Plan, I advised the council of the anticipated need for an extension of the timeline in order to provide the oversight committee ample opportunity for review of, and input to, the development of the implementation plan.  At the Operating Budget, Fiscal Management and Select Issues Committee, the issue of timing was discussed.  July 15, 2008 was identified as the latest date by which the council could receive the plan and have sufficient time for its own review.  
I appreciate the council’s ongoing commitment to the development of a comprehensive system of programs to improve lives of people with untreated mental illness and chemical dependency and enhance the quality of life in our community.  
Please contact Jackie MacLean, Director, Department of Community and Human Services, at 206-296-9100, or Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget, at 206-296-3434, with any questions you might have.  

Sincerely, 

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Ross Baker, Chief of Staff




  Saroja Reddy, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council




  Frank Abe, Communications Director

The Honorable Dan Satterberg, King County Prosecutor


The Honorable Bruce Hilyer, Presiding Judge, King County Superior Court


The Honorable Barbara Linde, Presiding Judge, King County District Court


The Honorable Sue Rahr, King County Sheriff


Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget (OMB)

Elissa Benson, Manager, Management, Analysis and Planning Section,OMB

Meg Crager, MIDD Project Coordinator, OMB


David Fleming, M.D., Director, Seattle-King County Department of Public Health


Reed Holtgeerts, Director, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention


Barbara Miner, Director, Department of Judicial Administration


Jackie MacLean, Director, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS)
Amnon Shoenfeld, Director, Mental Health, Chemical Abuse and Dependency 
Services Division, DCHS
