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THE ELECTION PROCESS

THE ELECTION

The King County Council is responsible for conducting the district's formation election.  Pursuant to RCW 87.03.032, the Council elects to use vote by mail to conduct the district formation election and election of directors.  An election day of November 24, 2015, has been selected and ballots must be delivered to the Clerk of the Council or mailed with a postmark by that date and received by the Clerk by November 30, 2015 to be counted toward the election.

THE BALLOT

The County will prepare the ballots, ballot envelopes, and instructions indicating how joint ownership and community property votes are cast as well as a request to forward the ballot to the property owner if different from addressee.  Voting rights shall be allocated as follows: two votes for each five acres of assessable land or fraction thereof.  The chart below provides examples of how many votes parcels of differing acreage are entitled to receive. Additionally, electors (property owners) may receive more than one ballot if they own multiple parcels within the proposed district. 

	Acres From
	Acres To
	Number of Votes

	2.0
	5.0
	2

	5.1
	10.0
	4

	10.1
	15.0
	6

	15.1
	20.0
	8

	20.1
	25.0
	10

	ETC.



 Ballots will be coded to indicate how many votes each ballot is worth.

The ballot shall contain the following language:

"Irrigation District – YES"	
"Irrigation District – NO"
The names of the persons to be voted for as directors of the district.

To be counted in this election, ballots must conform to these requirements and the voting instructions will advise the electors of the importance of the following requirements:

1. Voted ballots must be sealed and placed in a ballot envelope (provided) and the ballot envelope must be sealed in a return certification envelope (provided).  The certification envelope will contain a "voters certificate" and a "witness certification" on the back of the envelope as follows:

Voters Certification

I certify as true, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington, that I am a landowner within the proposed district who is 18 years or more of age, a citizen of the United States, a resident of the State of Washington, and hold title or evidence of title to assessable land in the proposed district. If the landowner is a corporation, I certify as true, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington, that I am a duly authorized agent for the purpose of voting on this election by the corporation.

Signature								
		(Landowner/Voter)
Print Name								
		(Landowner/Voter)
City & State where signed						

Date Signed								

Witness Certification

I certify as true, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington, that I am acquainted with the above voter and the voter's signature above was affixed in my presence.

Signature								
		(Witness)
Print Name								
		(Witness)
City & State where signed						

Date Signed								

2. Both the "voter's certification" and the "witness certification" must be completed and signed as indicated. Unsigned or unwitnessed ballots will not be counted.

3. Ballots must be hand delivered to the King County Clerk's Office prior to 4:30 p.m. on November 24, 2015; or mailed to the Clerk, postmarked no later than midnight on November 24, 2015, and received by the Clerk by 4:30 p.m. on November 30, 2015.

Ballots will be kept unopened and secure under the responsibility of the Clerk until the time in which ballots may be received is closed. The Council appoints the Clerk and assigned staff to proceed at once to determine whether the voters submitting ballots are qualified to vote and to count and tally the votes of those determined to be qualified.

The King County Council will meet on December 7, 2015, to canvass the returns. If it appears that at least two-thirds of all votes cast are in favor of the district, the Council shall by ordinance declare the district duly organized and shall declare the qualified persons receiving the highest number of votes to be duly elected directors and shall cause a certified copy of the ordinance to be filed for record in the offices of the Elections Director and the Assessor.



