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SUBJECT  

Proposed Ordinance 2012-0196 would allow King County to enter into an Agreed Order with the Washington State Department of Ecology ("Ecology") related to the remediation of contaminated soils on the sand and gravel mine ("Maury Island Site") formerly owned by Glacier/Northwest Aggregates ("NWA"). 
SUMMARY

This legislation will authorize King County to enter into an Agreed Order with Ecology issued in accordance with the Model Toxic Control Act, RCW 70.105D.050(1). 

The scope of work under the Agreed Order involves King County conducting a remedial investigation ("RI") and feasibility study ("FS"), and preparing a draft cleanup action plan ("DCAP") that will be used to inform the selection by Ecology of a cleanup alternative.  

The six major tasks of the scope of work under the Agreed Order are:

Task 1:
Preparation RI/FS work plan

Task 1:
Conduct Remedial Investigation

Task 3:
Perform Interim Remedial Actions
, if required

Task 4:
Prepare Feasibility Study and Coordinate SEPA Compliance

Task 5:
Preparation of the DCAP

Task 1:
Provide Progress Reports to Ecology

King County will coordinate with Ecology throughout the development of the RI, FS and DCAP.  Furthermore, Ecology will be informed of changes to the RI and FS work plan, and other project plans, and of issues or problems as they develop.

After the signing and submission of the Agreed Order to Ecology, a public engagement process will be conducted by Ecology to allow for public review and comments on the Agreed Order and Ecology’s Public Participation Plan. Ecology will approve the Agreed Order after consideration of the public comments and the Agreed Order will become effective upon the date of Ecology’s approval.  

BACKGROUND

Heavy Metal Contamination of Maury Island Site 

The Maury Island Site is part of the Tacoma Smelter Plume, an area contaminated by hazardous substances from past operations at the former Asarco Tacoma Smelter.  Multiple environmental investigations conducted by Ecology, NWA, King County and others have identified elevated concentrations of arsenic, lead and cadmium in the upper 18 inches of soil in previously undisturbed portions of the Maury Island Site.  Arsenic concentrations were especially high, being many times greater than naturally occurring levels.

County Acquisition of Maury Island Site and Cleanup Responsibilities Assumed
On December 30, 2010, King County acquired the Maury Island Site from NWA.  As part of the terms of the purchase and sales agreement ("PSA") with NWA, King County assumed all responsibility for any remedial obligations related to hazardous substances found on or draining away from the Maury Island Site into Puget Sound. 
Funding of Cleanup 

Ecology has awarded King County a grant that provides $300,000 for remedial activities at the Maury Island Site. The PSA requires King County to first spend down this Ecology grant, then any other third-party funds and then $250,000 of its own money, before seeking reimbursement from NWA. The PSA specifies that NWA will reimburse King County for up to $500,000 in remediation costs.

ANALYSIS

The Maury Island Site, together with the adjacent Maury Island Marine Park, represents the largest public open space holding of protected marine shoreline in all of Puget Sound and provides a unique passive recreation opportunity.  Its acquisition furthered the goals of the King County Strategic Plan by (1) enhancing King County’s natural resources and (2) helping to protect critical, intact shoreline that has important ecological value to the Puget Sound ecosystem and the recovery of threatened marine species.
By signing and agreeing to the terms and conditions of the Agreed Order, King County will begin the cleanup process necessary to allow its residents have access to the largest protected marine shoreline in all of Puget Sound.

AMENDMENT

None

ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2012-0196 with attachment
� Actions necessary to (1) reduce threat to human health or environment, (2) correct a problem that may become substantially worse or more costly to address if remedial action is delayed, or (3) provide for completion of the RI, FS or DCAP.
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