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COMMITTEE ACTION

On October 24, the Committee of the Whole approved Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2011-0421 with a “do pass” recommendation.

SUBJECT
AN ORDINANCE relating to traffic safety in the agricultural production district.
SUMMARY
This proposed ordinance deletes a reference to RCW  46.61.560 which identifies following circumstances under which a driver is exempt from a general prohibition on stopping or parking a motor vehicle upon a roadway:  

· A disabled vehicle that cannot be moved off the roadway, provided that the driver arranges for the prompt removal of the vehicle, 

· A public transit vehicle stopped to receive or discharge passengers at a marked transit vehicle stop zone approved by the state or county. 

· A transit vehicle for public transportation service providers, including private, nonprofit transportation providers, stopped to receive or discharge passengers at an unmarked stop zone when:

· The vehicle is in a safe and practicable position;

· The vehicles four-way flashing lights are activated; and

· The vehicle is positioned to maintain an unobstructed view and adequate sight distance for other motorists.

· A solid waste collection or recycling vehicle stopped to collect solid waste or recyclables, or both, provided that the vehicle as close as practical to the:

· right edge of the right-hand shoulder of the roadway, or 

· right edge of the roadway if no shoulder exists

The deleted RCW is replaced with a new County code section that carries forward the current exemption noted above and adds a new exemption for a commercial farm vehicle within an agricultural production district that is stopped to load or unload agricultural crops, livestock production and farmland products if:

· the vehicle is in a safe and practicable position,
· the vehicle is stopped less than one hour,
· the vehicle is as far from the traveled way as practicable and a minimum 20-foot travelled way remains open for two-way traffic, which includes maintaining a minimum of 12 feet of emergency vehicle clearance at all times, and if the minimum 20 twenty-foot traveled way cannot be maintained, the temporary one-lane, two-way traffic control compliant with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices must be provided.
· the vehicles flashing lights are activated, 
· the vehicle is positioned to maintain an unobstructed view and adequate sight distance for other motorists, and

· the operator assumes liability for all injuries to persons or real or personal property.

BACKGROUND
 Farming and other agriculture uses, including their related supporting industries, is an integral component of the King County economy and King County supports policies and regulations that encourage its continuing viability.   The most significant concentrations of these activities occur within the Agricultural Production Districts (APDs).

 Within the APDs, roadways are often used by (1) farm vehicles to gain access to fields that may be separated by significant distances or (2) vehicles picking up or delivering agricultural products or supplies needed for the operation of farms and other agricultural businesses.   Unfortunately, roadways within the APDs may be narrow, thus making access onto farm or agricultural properties difficult or impossible for larger commercial vehicles picking up or delivering supplies.

Commercial vehicles may need to temporarily park on the county right-of-way in order to most efficiently pick up agricultural goods from or deliver supplies to farms and other agricultural uses.  In such cases, adequate traffic control standards are necessary to protect public welfare and roadway safety.

The King County Roads Division, in consultation with the King County Prosecuting Attorney, has identified safety measures appropriate to such a circumstance.
ANALYSIS
This legislation is needed to maintain the viability of farming activities within the agricultural production districts while ensuring standards under which a commercial farm vehicle may safely stop in a roadway within the agricultural production district. 
ATTACHMENTS- None
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