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March 2, 2018


The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:

This letter transmits two ordinances that amend and recodify the King County Title 46 Traffic Code (the Traffic Code). The Traffic Code provisions will be moved to Title 14 and 14A to avoid confusion with traffic provisions in state law in Revised Code of Washington Title 46. Amendments to the code reflect current traffic safety standards and practices and recent court decisions, repeal obsolete sections, and provide better public access to information. 

The Traffic Code has not been comprehensively updated since 1981. The Road Services Division led a comprehensive review and revision of the Traffic Code in conjunction with Council staff, the Clerk of the Council, the County Code Reviser, and the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office. 

The attached ordinances reflect changes to the Traffic Code with respect to traffic enforcement and vehicular traffic control. The revised Traffic Code has been reviewed and analyzed to include only those provisions that are not clearly addressed in the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) and are necessary additions to provide a safer transportation system to the residents of King County. 

The proposed amendments are also consistent with neighboring counties so that drivers will experience a regional transportation system that is more consistent in both operation and enforcement.

Proposed major changes to the code include:

· Repealing sections of the code that refer to RCW sections that have been repealed or revised;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Implementing a speed limit of 35 mph on County roads and 25 mph in residential districts, unless otherwise posted;
· Replacing “speed limit schedules” with a list of County roadways with posted speed limits and a GIS-based map;
· Repealing Chapter 46.10 “No Cruising”; and,
· Revising the existing traffic violation penalties to be subject to a monetary penalty per the Infraction Rules for Courts of Limited Jurisdiction 6.2.

The proposed changes to the existing Traffic Code will address and further the goals of the King County Strategic Plan in the following ways:

· Efficient, Accountable Regional and Local Government: Ensure that County government operates efficiently and effectively and is accountable to the public is further advanced by modernizing outdated provisions of the code, using the County website to publish reports and notices, and clarifying and improving the appeal process.
· Safety and Justice
· Objective 1e: Collaborate with local jurisdictions to define and provide regional law, safety and justice service is further advanced by using the Infraction Rules for Courts of Limited Jurisdiction to apply consistent traffic infractions regionally. 
· Objective 2b, c: Prosecute accused individuals fairly and efficiently and Manage and resolve court cases in a timely manner will be met by using the Infraction Rules for Courts of Limited Jurisdiction to treat violators equitably and with less confusion over fines.
· Service Excellence
· Objective 4: Increase access to King County services, personnel and information will be furthered by publishing reports and notices on the County’s website and holding speed limit revision hearings at convenient times and locations to increase fairness and opportunity for citizen involvement.

The proposed Title 14A ordinance includes penalties for select violations. Accordingly, as required by RCW 36.32.120(7), the proposed Title 14A ordinance must be advertised in an official newspaper 10 days prior to adoption.

A portion of the existing the Traffic Code relates to the daily operation and activities of the King County Sheriff’s Office. The Road Services Division coordinated and collaborated with the Sheriff on those sections and has included their proposed revisions in these ordinances. 

Thank you for your consideration of this legislation. This update of the Traffic Code modernizes the code so that it is consistent with state law and current practices, and improves the readability of the code and access to information.

If you have any questions regarding these ordinances, please contact Brenda Bauer, Director, Road Services Division, at 206-477-3580.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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