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November 28, 2001

The Honorable Pete von Reichbauer

Chair, Metropolitan King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E 

Dear Councilmember von Reichbauer:

Enclosed is a motion approving three projects to be funded under Title III of the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000, Public Law 106-393.  As described in the motion, Public Law 106-393 provides stable and consistent funding for roads and schools by allocating revenue from federal lands in the County to the County.  This funding has been shrinking in recent years due to the decline of timber harvest on U.S. Forest Service land.  PL 106-393 restores the funding to the level we received during the highest three years of harvest revenue (1989 through 1991).  In order to receive the full payment amount, the County must dedicate a percentage of the proceeds to resource-related projects, either federal projects under Title II, or County projects under Title III.  In September, via a letter signed by both of us, the County elected to receive full payment, dedicated 20 percent of that full payment to resource projects, and for the first year, allocated the entire 20 percent to Title III projects.

The total funding based on the federal land in King County is $2.1 million annually; the 20 percent dedicated to resource projects totals $422,000 annually.  The remainder is split equally between funding for schools, which goes directly to the state, and funding for roads, which is revenue to the King County Department of Transportation.  The 2002 budget includes the revenue for roads and also appropriates to the Department of Natural Resources the funds for Title III projects.  Because the federal fiscal year begins in October, the 2002 King County budget was able to include the federal revenue for two years: the year beginning October 1, 2001 and the year beginning October 1, 2002.  Two years of resource related revenue totals $844,000.  Out of that, we reserved $85,000 for Title II projects, which will be approved through a federal resource advisory committee and managed by the Forest Service.  The remainder, $759,000, is already appropriated in the 2002 budget for Title III projects.

The purpose of the attached motion is to describe the projects to be funded under Title III of PL 106-393 for the first two years of funding, and to provide the public with a 45-day comment period as required by the statute.  The motion cannot be passed until 45 days after notice is published in the publication of local record.

Thank you for your action on this motion.  PL 106-393 not only restores significant funding for King County roads; it also provides an opportunity to initiate exciting projects in urban forestry, youth forestry education, and forestland conservation.  I have attached descriptions of the three projects to be partially funded under Title III.

My staff is available to assist the Council in its review of the motion.  Please contact Steve Call, Director, Office of Budget, at (206) 296-3434 for further information regarding this transmittal.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims
King County Executive

Enclosure

cc:
Metropolitan King County Councilmembers



ATTN
  John Chelminak, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Rebecha Cusack, Lead Staff, BFM Committee

  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office Budget


Steve Broz, Budget Supervisor, Office of Budget


Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources (DNR)


Kurt Triplett, Deputy Director, DNR


John Bodoia, Chief Financial Officer, DNR


Steve Oien, Fiscal Services Manager, DNR


Kathy Creahan, Forestry Program Coordinator, DNR


Stephanie Warden, Director, Office of Regional Policy & Planning (ORPP)


Lori Grant, Policy Analyst, ORPP

