WATER AND LAND RESOURCES
ANALYST: ANDY MICKLOW

	
	
	Expenditures
	
	Revenues
	
	FTEs
	
	TLTs

	2024 Revised Budget, Annualized
	
	$45,001,972
	
	$55,938,756
	
	336.3
	
	7.0

	2025 Base Budget Adjust.
	
	$19,398,101
	
	$0
	
	(0.2)
	
	(7.0)

	2025 Decision Packages
	
	($1,771,795)
	
	$6,603,722
	
	7.0 
	
	2.0 

	2025 Proposed Budget
	
	$62,629,000
	
	$62,543,000
	
	343.1
	
	2.0

	% Change from prior biennium, annualized
	
	39.2%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec. Pkg. as % of prior biennium, annualized
	
	(3.9%)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Major Revenue Sources: Charges assessed to agency divisions and organizational units (Wastewater Treatment, Local Hazardous Waste, Surface Water Management, Noxious Weed), Flood Control District, General Fund, Grants, charges assessed to other jurisdictions



DESCRIPTION

The Water and Land Resources (WLRD) appropriation unit houses the Division's administrative functions and direct service programs, including Environmental Lab, Science and Technical Services, and Local Hazardous Waste. Administration includes the Director's Office, Finance and Administration, and other office support. Science and Technical Services provides water quality technical analysis and monitoring. The Environmental Lab provides chemical and biological testing and data management in support of surface water requirements, the Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD), Solid Waste Division (SWD), and other agency divisions. 

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED BUDGET AND CHANGES

The 2025 proposed budget would appropriate about $62.6 million to the Water and Land Resources appropriation unit, a 39.2% increase to the annualized 2024 revised budget. The proposed budget would add 7.0 FTEs and include the following service changes:
· $394,361 and 2.0 FTEs, including an IT supervisor and a business analyst, to implement and oversee data systems related to NPDES legal and regulatory compliance. These positions would be funded by SWM fees; 
· Convert 1.0 TLT engineer to 1.0 FTE and add 1.0 FTE engineer to support ongoing capital design and implementation by the Stormwater Team (formerly the Capital Services Unit) of the new WLRD Capital Section. These positions would be funded by SWM (capital);
· $100,000 in one-time funding for a consultant to provide an independent analysis of the Surface Water Management (SWM) rate structure and recommendations on fee-rate design;
· $165,574 and 1.0 TLT for an environmental lab scientist to provide capacity to analyze chemicals of emerging concern in support of the Executive's PFAS strategic plan and NPDES regulatory compliance requirements for WTD. This position would be funded by WTD;
· $156,000 and 1.0 FTE for a water quality planner perform technical studies and projects on chemicals of emerging concern (CECs), including PFAS. This position would be funded by WTD and SWD;
· $155,688 and 1.0 FTE for a GIS journey position to address implementation and oversight of data systems that support the King County Conservation Futures Program (CFT), Land Conservation Initiative, and Noxious Weed Program. This position would be funded by CFT and Noxious Weeds; 
· $181,949 and 1.0 TLT engineer to support ongoing drainage review and design support for Roads capital improvement projects. This position would be funded by Roads; and
· Move a data position from Stormwater Services in the SWM Local Drainage appropriation unit to the Data and Analysis team. This position should have been moved as part of the 2024 reorganization.

KEY ISSUES

ISSUE 1 – SWM RATES INCREASE

The 2025 proposed budget would increase the SWM rates 11.8% for all property classifications. Proposed Ordinance 2024-0301, which would increase the SWM rates, was transmitted with the Executive’s 2025 proposed budget. The council will have the opportunity to review the proposed rate increases as part of its review of Proposed Ordinance 2024-0301. If the proposed rate increases are not approved, in whole or in part, the proposed 2025 expenditures would need to be adjusted or fund balance would need to be used.





