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COMMITTEE ACTION

	
Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2023-0158.2, which would authorize the County to enter into SLAs with external agencies for radio subscriber services, passed out of committee on June 7, 2023, with a “Do Pass” recommendation. The Proposed Ordinance was amended in committee with Amendment 1 to PO 2023-0158 that makes a technical correction to add serial commas where applicable in the legislation.




SUBJECT

An Ordinance relating to the provision of radio subscriber services to external agencies.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2023-0158 would add a new section to the King County Code, authorizing the county to enter into service level agreements (SLAs) with external agencies for the provision of radio subscriber services for end agency users of the new Puget Sound Emergency Radio Network (PSERN), which is currently anticipated to go live later in 2023.

BACKGROUND 

King County Information Technology – Radio Communications Services. Radio Communications Services (RCS) is a division of King County Information Technology (KCIT). The largest system currently supported by RCS is the existing regional 800 MHz emergency radio system, which is also known as the King County Emergency Communications Radio System (KCERCS).

Radio Communications Services (RCS) also provides radio management and oversight for the County and other KCERCS agency customers. Specifically, RCS provides radio and mobile data radio programming, radio template development and installation, and user training. RCS is responsible with the installation of mobile radios, mobile data radios, and computer equipment in a variety of King County vehicles, including the fleet driven by the King County Sheriff's Office. Radio Communications Services (RCS) also provides installation and support services to a wide variety of other local government agencies. RCS, through its shop and field service vehicles, offers a full line of radio services, from bench level equipment repair, to shop and field radio installation and maintenance, to mountain-top transmitter site maintenance for the current county emergency radio communications system (KCERCS). 

Puget Sound Emergency Radio Network (PSERN). In April 2015, King County voters approved a nine-year property tax levy to fund a new emergency radio communications system (PSERN) that, once completed, will replace and upgrade KCERCS, including equipment and infrastructure. King County is responsible for leading and implementing the PSERN project through completion, which is currently estimated in 2023. 

The PSERN Project Radio Deployment, as noted on the PSERN website[footnoteRef:1], will provide radios that are appropriate for the services of the fire, law enforcement, schools, hospitals, public works, and other radio-user agencies of the new network (PSERN). For context, the PSERN Project has conducted a radio inventory to collect the current quantity and types of existing system radios agencies needed exchanged to place the order with Motorola (PSERN vendor). Agencies will receive standard radios unless they committed to purchasing non-standard radios. [1:  URL: https://psern.org/. ] 


It is important to note that, while ownership, operation and maintenance of PSERN after project completion will be vested in a nonprofit (“PSERN Operator”) governed by a Board of Directors[footnoteRef:2], PSERN subscriber radios[footnoteRef:3] will be owned by the applicable end user agencies. Those end user agencies (external to King County), subject to securing any needed agreements or approvals, may use a radio shop of their choice to perform all installation, maintenance, programming and repair work on their PSERN subscriber radios.  [2:  Ordinance 19165, adopted by the King County Council in September 2020.]  [3:  PSERN subscriber radios refer to paying end user agency radios whose home system is PSERN and which have been authorized and programmed to operate on the System (PSERN) and are owned by the end user agencies.] 


ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2023-0158 would add a new section to the King County Code, authorizing the county to enter into service level agreements (SLAs) with external agencies for the provision of radio subscriber services for end agency users of the new Puget Sound Emergency Radio Network (PSERN), which is currently anticipated to go live later in 2023. 

No fiscal impact is associated with the proposed legislation.

AMENDMENT

Amendment 1 would add serial commas where applicable in the proposed ordinance.
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