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SUBJECT

2018 Transit Audit Program Impact Report.

SUMMARY

The County Auditor will brief the Mobility Committee on the transit audit program, its accomplishments, and the Auditor’s recommendation to continue this function of the Auditor’s Office.

BACKGROUND 

The King County Auditor’s Office is an independent agency within the legislative branch. K.C.C. 2.20 is the section of King County Code that defines the Auditor’s role and responsibilities.

Since the 1994 merger of the King County government and the Municipality of Metropolitan Seattle, the Auditor’s Office has conducted audits of King County Metro.  As one example, a 2009 performance audit of transit helped to shape the County Council’s response to the loss of transit revenue during the Great Recession.  The performance audit identified potential efficiencies and savings, including a finding that $105 million in one-time expenditures from the revenue fleet reserve fund could be used to preserve bus service. 

In 2014, the County Council approved Ordinance 17936, which amended the King County Code (K.C.C. 2.20.39, Attachment 2) to establish an ongong transit audit function.  In even numbered years, the Auditor submits a report to the County Council on this transit audit program.  The 2018 report (Attachment 1) is the basis for considering whether to retain the transit audit function within the Auditor’s Office:  

Following filing of the second biennial report, the council shall, in consultation with the auditor, assess the benefits and costs of the transit audit function for the purpose of evaluating whether to retain it in its current form, modify it or repeal it.

As stated in the 2018 Transit Audit Program Impact Report, the Auditor recommends that the transit audit function be retained.  Later this year, the County Council is expected to consider legislation relating to this policy decision.


ATTACHMENTS

1. 2018 Transit Audit Program Impact Report, a King County Auditor’s Office report
2. K.C.C. 2.20.39

INVITED

· Kymber Waltmunson, King County Auditor
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