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SUBJECT:  

Briefing 2016-B0028 is a report on legislation anticipated to be transmitted by the Executive and referred to the Budget and Fiscal Management Committee.

BACKGROUND:

On January 19, 2016, the King County Council approved Motion 14502, relating to the organization of the council. The motion sets forth the functions of the council’s committees.  Per Motion 14502, the Budget and Fiscal Management Committee shall consider and make recommendations on: 

· the revenue and expenditure structural gap; 
· budget appropriations; 
· sale and lease of real property to or by the county; 
· debt and investment proposals; 
· bond issues; 
· the office of economic and financial analysis; and
· financial policies.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The committee is also charged with developing recommendations for the biennial budget.  In respect to consideration of the county's proposed biennial budget, all members of the council not assigned to the Budget and Fiscal Management Committee shall be considered ex officio voting members of the committee.

ANALYSIS:

Several major bodies of work are expected to be discussed by the Budget and Fiscal Management Committee in 2016. A brief description of anticipated legislation is provided below.


· Convention Center property sale – The Executive plans to transmit legislation that would authorize the sale of four acres of property owned by Metro Transit to the Washington State Convention Center in the first quarter. 

· Workforce housing bonds – The Executive will potentially propose to issue bonds, supported by hotel/motel tax revenues after 2021, to fund workforce housing for a single person or household with income between 30 percent and 80 percent of area median income.  The state legislature approved a workforce housing bill (SHB 1223) in 2015 that gives the county the ability to issue revenue bonds to help finance workforce housing within half a mile of a transit station.

· Best Starts for Kids Homelessness prevention appropriation – The Best Starts for Kids levy ordinance (Ordinance 18088) set aside $19 million to plan, provide and administer a youth and family homelessness prevention initiative. The ordinance required transmittal of a service implementation plan to identify homelessness prevention strategies to be funded and outcomes to be achieved by March 1. It is anticipated that an appropriations ordinance will be transmitted with the service implementation plan.

· Best Starts for Kids appropriation - The Best Starts for Kids levy ordinance also required transmittal of a service implementation plan to identify strategies to be funded and outcomes to be achieved with other levy proceeds by June 1. It is anticipated that an appropriations ordinance will be transmitted with the service implementation plan.

· Mental Illness and Drug Dependency (MIDD) sales tax renewal – In June, the Executive plans to transmit legislation that would renew the MIDD sales tax, currently set to expire at the end of 2016. Council action by October 13 is requested to allow for uninterrupted sales tax collections. 

· Wastewater Rate – The Executive plans to transmit a Wastewater rate proposal in April for action in June, as specified in Wastewater’s contracts with its customer cities and sewer district agencies.

The committee will also take up various proviso responses, appropriations to support collective bargaining agreements, supplemental ordinances, and property transactions.

In addition, the committee will take up the 2017/2018 Biennial Budget this fall. For the purposes of the budget deliberations, the committee will be comprised of all nine councilmembers. 

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Motion 14502
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