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June 1, 2010

The Honorable Bob Ferguson
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Ferguson:

Pursuant to Ordinance 15632, passed by the King County Council on April 10, 2006, enclosed for County Council review and acceptance is the Veterans and Human Services (VHS) Levy 2009 Annual Report on the implementation of the VHS Levy Service Improvement Plan (SIP).  

The VHS Levy 2009 Annual Report is a progress report on implementation efforts and fulfills the requirements of Ordinance 15632, which states: 

“By June 1, 2007, and each year thereafter through 2011, the department of community and human services shall prepare and the executive shall submit to the council and regional policy committee for review and acceptance by motion an annual progress report on the implementation of the King County Veterans and Human Services Levy Service Improvement Plan.”  

I am pleased to provide this report and celebrate with you the progress that has been made in implementing the range of levy-funded projects and services called for in the SIP.  During 2009, more than 28,000 individuals living throughout King County received services funded by the VHS Levy, at a cost to the average homeowner of less than $15 a year. 

The VHS Levy 2009 Annual Report includes a letter from the chairs of the two oversight boards on the major accomplishments achieved during the year.  The report provides highlights of activities under each of the five levy strategies, along with personal stories of individuals and families whose lives have benefited from levy-funded services.  It also provides statistics, by levy strategy, on where individuals receiving levy-funded services reside in King County.

An update on levy evaluation activities is incorporated in the annual report.  The Performance Management Report summarizes results achieved by individual levy activities during 2009, and demonstrates that levy-funded activities have been highly successful in achieving their identified program outcomes.  

The 2009 Financial Report is also included in the annual report.  By the end of fourth quarter 2009, a total of $51.9 million (99.6 percent) of all available program funds had been committed to agencies providing services in the community, allocated to expanding the range and capacity of the King County Veterans’ Program, or allocated to expanding the capacity of specified programs.  Of these committed funds, a total of $33.1 million (63.5 percent) has been expended.  Expenditures will always lag the provision of services, as King County pays on a reimbursement basis after the services have been provided in the community. 

The VHS Levy generates about $13 million per year to support a range of housing, health and human services for veterans and others in need until December 2011.  Attached to this letter are updated 2010 financial plans showing actual and projected revenue and expenditures for both the Veterans Levy Fund and the Human Services Levy Fund.
Throughout the report are examples of ways in which the VHS Levy is having a positive impact on the lives of King County residents and creating stronger communities.  We are fortunate that the voters of this region demonstrated their compassion for our most vulnerable residents by their approval of this levy.  I look forward to working with the council, the levy advisory boards, and the community as we continue implementing the SIP and begin reviewing levy accomplishments in anticipation of making recommendations for the future of the levy beyond 2011. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jackie MacLean, Director of the Department of Community and Human Services, at 206-263-9100.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
Regional Human Services Levy Oversight Board Members


Veterans Citizen Levy Oversight Board Members

King County Councilmembers


       ATTN: Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff

                    Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Alan Painter, Human Services, Health and Housing Policy Advisor, Office of the King 

   County Executive


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Jackie MacLean, Director, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS)

Linda Peterson, Division Director, Community Services Division, DCHS 
