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SUMMARY

The Committee will host a panel discussion of issues concerning regional and municipal airports in King County.  The panel, including managers from the Auburn and Renton Municipal Airports, Kenmore Air, Inc. and the King County International Airport will discuss issues including airport safety and security, facilities and capacity.

BACKGROUND

In addition to its two largest commercial airports, Seattle-Tacoma International Airport and the King County International Airport, King County also is home to the following smaller public and commercial facilities:

Auburn Municipal Airport is owned and operated by the City of Auburn and is located on 110 acres in North Auburn, about 1-mile north of downtown Auburn, east of Highway 167 and U.S. Interstate 5, and north of Highway 18. The Airport has one runway and accommodates a wide variety of aeronautical activity, including small single and multi-engine aircraft, civilian helicopters, and occasional business class turbine aircraft.  It is classified as a reliever airport (reliever airports are intended to provide additional general aviation capacity to nearby commercial service airports).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.auburnwa.gov/Assets/PW/AuburnWA/Docs/Council+Approved+AMA+Strategic+Business+Plan.pdf ] 


Kenmore Air Harbor, Inc.is privately owned and operated.  Founded in 1946, Kenmore Air now has 25 aircraft in operation, 52 pilots on staff and more than 250 employees in peak season.[footnoteRef:2]  At the north end of Lake Washington, the Kenmore facility is part of a 5-acre campus headquarters with year-round and seasonal scheduled service and tiedowns for 25 based aircraft and 15 transient aircraft.  The South Lake Union seaplane terminal provides year-round scheduled service. [2:  https://www.kenmoreair.com/about-us/history/ ] 


Renton Municipal Airport is owned and managed by the City of Renton. Located at the south shore of Lake Washington, the general aviation airport has a land-based and sea-based airstrip. The airport is a general aviation and reliever airport. It consists of a one-mile asphalt runway, two parallel taxiways, and an adjoining water landing surface on Lake Washington. The airport supports air charter, air taxi, corporate flights, business, and recreational flyers, as well as flight instruction.  The Boeing 737 series built at the Renton Boeing Plant leave Renton Municipal on their maiden flight. The Airport houses 39 T-Hangar units, 23 tiedowns and 5 transient aircraft parking spaces.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.rentonwa.gov/cms/one.aspx?pageId=9265538 ] 


Vashon Municipal Airport.  The Vashon Municipal Airport is one of the few public airports in Washington State with only a grass runway.  The 20-acre airport is owned by King County Airport District #1 and overseen by an elected, three-person Board of Commissioners.  The Airport includes 45 privately-owned hangar units for small aircraft.  Airport services and supports activities include flight training, medical transport and charter service.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/AllStateAirports/Vashon_VashonMunicipal.htm ] 


INVITED

· Auburn Municipal Airport: Ingrid Gaub, City of Auburn Assistant Director of Engineering Services; Jamelle Garcia, President, Aviation Management Group
· Kenmore Air, Inc.:  John Gowey, Director of Flight Operations
· King County International Airport:  Randy Berg, Director
· Renton Municipal Airport: Harry Barrett, Jr, Airport Manager
· Vashon Municipal Airport:  Bob Therkelsen, Manager (unable to attend)
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