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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2018-0087 would confirm the appointment of Nathan Valderas as the deputy director of the Department of Elections.

SUMMARY

In September 2014, King County’s Director of Elections proposed a reorganization plan for King County Elections that would eliminate the superintendent of elections[footnoteRef:1] position and add a new deputy director position. [1:  Ordinance 14570 - the Superintendent of Elections position is second in command in Elections and is required to be confirmed by the County Council.] 


In March 2015, the Council established the position of deputy director of the Department of Elections as a key subordinate unit that required Council confirmation, and required that the deputy director be an elections administrator certified by the Washington Secretary of State’s Office.[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  Ordinance 17994] 


In January 2018, Director Wise appointed Nathan Valderas as the deputy director of the Department of Elections.

Proposed Motion 2018-0087 would confirm the appointment of Nathan Valderas as the deputy director of the Department of Elections as required by the King County Code.

BACKGROUND 

In February 2003, the Council voted to require Council confirmation of the manager of the  Records,  Elections  and  Licensing  Division,  as  well  as  the  superintendent of Elections, the two key positions then responsible for administering elections in King County.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ordinance 14570] 


In November 2007, the Council established the Elections Division and designated the manager of the Elections Division as a key subordinate unit subject to Council confirmation. The superintendent, as the second in command in the Elections Division, remained subject to Council confirmation.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ordinance 15971] 


In November 2008, King County voters approved Initiative 25, which established an elected County director of Elections and established King County Elections as an executive department. Following the election, the Council established qualifications for the office of the County Director of Elections.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Ordinance 16302 required that the Director of Elections must within 30 months become an Elections Administrator certified by the Washington Secretary of State’s office and must meet all ongoing requirements imposed by the Secretary of State.] 


In June 2009, the Council affirmed the continued importance of the superintendent of Elections position, even after the creation of the elected director of Elections position.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Ordinance 16557] 


In September 2014, the director of Elections, at that time, proposed a reorganization of the department. As part of that reorganization, she proposed to eliminate the position of superintendent of Elections and create a new position of deputy director.

In March 2015, the Council established the position of deputy director of the Department of Elections as a key subordinate unit that requires Council confirmation, removed the superintendent of Elections position from the King County Code provision, and required that the deputy director must be an elections administrator certified by the Washington Secretary of State’s office.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Ordinance 17994] 


In January 2018, Director Wise appointed Nathan Valderas as the deputy director of the Department of Elections. Mr. Valderas is a certified elections administrator as required by King County Code for the deputy director position.

ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2016-0085 would confirm the appointment of Nathan Valderas as the deputy director of the Department of Elections. According to his resume, Mr. Valderas has over 11 years of experience in all aspects of election administration. He has supported the Department of Elections in conducting more than 50 elections, including three presidential elections. 

Mr. Valderas graduated from Western Washington University with a bachelor’s degree in sociology. He was originally certified as an election administrator in 2008. Mr. Valderas was recertified in December 2017 to meet the certified election administrator requirement prescribed in the King County Code for the deputy director position.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  K.C.C. 2.16.135(D)] 


Mr. Valderas currently serves as the operations manager in Elections overseeing the Voter Services and Ballot Processing workgroups. In this role, he is responsible for providing oversight of all voter registrations and the processes associated with preparing returned ballots for scanning and tabulation. He considers himself as an expert in supporting the needs of his staff and the department and takes pride in his dedication to supporting the democratic process through fair, open and accurate elections.

The confirmation packet transmitted by Elections (Attached to PO 2018-0087) includes letters of support for his confirmation, résumé and other documents that affirm his qualifications for the deputy director position in Elections.


ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2018-0087 (and its attachments)

INVITED

1. Julie Wise, Director, Department of Elections
2. Nathan Valderas, Deputy Director Designee, Department of Elections
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